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WANG Feng  王丰 

 

PRESENT POSITION 

Professor of Sociology, University of California, Irvine 
Professor, Fudan University (invited), China 

EDUCATION 

Ph.D. (Sociology), University of Michigan, 1987 
M.A. (Sociology), University of Michigan, 1984 
B.A. (Economics), Hebei University, China, 1982 
 

HONORS AND AWARDS  

Member, Sociological Research Association (elected), 2012 
Best Book Award, Japanese Population Association, 2012 
National Expert, the People’s Republic of China (selected through the Thousand-

Person National Talent Recruitment Program), 2010  
Book Award, Asia and Asian American Section, American Sociological Association, 

2009 
Allan Sharlin Memorial Award for Best Book in Social Science History. Social 

Science History Association. 2000 
Otis Dudley Duncan Award for Distinguished Scholarship in Social Demography. 

Sociology of Population Section, American Sociological Association, 2000 
Fellowship, American Council of Learned Societies, 1999 
Distinguished Assistant Professor for Research, University of California, Irvine, 

1999 
Distinguished Service Award, the East-West Center, 1990 
Fellowship, Rockefeller Foundation, 1986 - 87 
Fellowship, Horace H. Rackham School of Graduate Studies, University of 

Michigan, 1985 
Fellowship, Hewlett Foundation, (at the University of Michigan), 1985 -1986 
Fellowship, United Nations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA), 1983 -1985 
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PREVIOUS ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT 

Nonresident Senior Fellow, Brookings-Tsinghua Center for Public Policy, the 
Brookings Institution, 2013-2016 

Senior Fellow, The Brookings Institution, 2010-2013 
Professor, Tsinghua University, China, 2011-2013 
Invited Visiting Professor, Faculty of Economics, Keio University, Japan, 2006. 
David Lam University Fellow, Hong Kong Baptist University, 2002. 
Associate Professor, Sociology, University of California, Irvine, 1999 – 2006 
Assistant Professor, Sociology, University of California, Irvine, 1996 - 1999 
Assistant to Associate Professor, Sociology, University of Hawaii, 1992 -1996 
Fellow, the East-West Center, 1989 - 1996 
Visiting Assistant Professor, California Institute of Technology, 1990, 1992, 1996 
Post-Doctoral Fellow, the East-West Center, 1988 - 1989  
Post-Doctoral Fellow, University of California, Berkeley, 1987 – 1988 

 

MAIN RESEARCH AREAS 

Social Demography, Social Inequality, Contemporary Chinese Society, Post-
Communist Societies, Comparative Historical Demography 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

Authored Books 

Prudence and Pressure: Reproduction and Human Agency in Europe and Asia, 1700-1900 
(Noriko O. Tsuya, Wang Feng, George Alter, James Z. Lee et al.). Cambridge, 
MA: MIT Press. 2010. 

 
 Received Best Book Award from Japanese Population Association, 2012. 
 
Boundaries and Categories: Rising Inequality in Post-Socialist Urban China. Stanford: 

Stanford University Press. 2008. 
  

Received Book Award from the Asian and Asian American Section of the 
American Sociological Association. 2009. 

 
Translated and published in Chinese, Zhejiang Renmin Chubanshe. 2013. 

 
One Quarter of Humanity, Malthusian Mythology and Chinese Realities 1700-2000. 

(James Lee and Wang Feng). Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 1999.   
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Received the Allan Sharlin Memorial Award for Best Book in Social Science 
History, Social Science History Association, 2000, and the Otis Dudley Duncan 
Award for Distinguished Scholarship in Social Demography. Sociology of 
Population Section, American Sociological Association, 2000. 

 
Translated and published in Chinese, French, and Korean. 

 

Edited Books 

The Chinese General Social Survey: Tracking Social Change in China (Guest editor, 
Chinese Sociological Review). Vol. 45 (3). 2013. 

 
Creating Wealth and Poverty in Post-Socialist China. (Deborah Davis and Wang Feng, 

editors). Stanford: Stanford University Press. 2009. 
 
Asian Population History. (Liu T’sui-jung, James Lee, David Reher, Osamu Saito, and 

Wang Feng, editors). Oxford: Oxford University Press. 2001. 
 
China: the Many Facets of Demographic Change (Alice Goldstein and Wang Feng, 

editors) Boulder: Westview Press 1996. 

Peer-Reviewed Articles and Book Chapters 

 “Patterns of inequalities in public transfers by gender in China.” (Ke Shen, Wang 
Feng and Yong Cai). The Journal of the Economics of Ageing. 2016.  

 
“China’s long road toward recognition of below-replacement fertility.”  In Ronald 

Rindfuss and Minja K. Choe (eds.), Low and Lower Fertility: Variations across 
Developed Countries. Springer International Publishing. 15-31. 2015. 

 
 “Challenging myths about China’s One-Child policy.” (Martin King Whyte, Wang 

Feng, and Cai Yong). The China Journal. No. 74: 144-159, July 2015. 
 
“Fertility Transition in China.” International Encyclopedia of the Social and Behavioral 

Sciences, 2nd Edition. 2015. 
 
 “(Re)emergence of late marriage in Shanghai: from collective synchronization to 

individual choice,” (Yong Cai and Wang Feng) in Deborah Davis and Sara 
Friedman (eds.) Wives, Husbands, and Lovers: Marriage and Sexuality in Hong 
Kong, Taiwan, and Urban China. Stanford University. 2014. 

 
“China’s age of abundance: When might it run out?” (Yong Cai, Wang Feng, Ding 

Li, Xiwei Wu, and Ke Shen). The Journal of the Economics of Aging. 2014. 
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“From general discrimination to segmented inequality: Migration and inequality in 
urban China.” (Yao LU and Wang Feng). Social Science Research. 2013. 

 
“Population, policy, and politics: How will history judge China’s one-child policy?” 

(Wang Feng, Yong CAI, and Baochang GU). Population and Development Review 
38 (supplement): 115-129. 2012. 

 
“Communist resilience: Institutional adaptation in post-Tiananmen China.” (Wang 

Feng and Yang SU). In Nina Bandelj and Dorothy J. Solinger (eds.), Socialism 
Vanquished, Socialism Challenged: East Europe and China, 1989-2009. Oxford 
University Press. 219-237. 2012. 

 
“The end of ‘growth with equity’? Economic growth and income inequality in East 

Asia.” Asia Pacific Issues no. 101. Honolulu: The East West Center. July 2011. 
 
“The future of a demographic overachiever: Long term implications of the 

demographic transition in China.” Population and Development Review. 37 
(Supplement): 173-190. 2011. 

 
“China’s population destiny: the looming crisis.” Current History. Vol. 109, No. 728: 

244-251. 2010. 
 
“Boundaries of inequality: perceptions of distributive justice among urbanities, 

migrants, and peasants. “ In Martin K. Whyte (ed.) One Country, Two Societies: 
Rural-Urban Inequality in Contemporary China. Cambridge: Harvard University 
Press. 219-240. 2010. 

 
 “Reproductive consequences of China’s Great Leap Forward Famine, 1959-1961. ” 

(Yong Cai and Wang Feng). In Kurosu, Satomi, Tommy Bengtsson, and 
Cameron Campbell (eds. Demographic Responses to Economic and Environmental 
Crisis. Kashiwa: Reitaku University Press. 2010. 

 
 “Below replacement fertility and childbearing intention in Jiangsu, China.” (Zheng 

Zhenzhen, Cai Yong, Wang Feng, and Gu Baochang). Asian Population Studies, 
(5) 3: 329-347. 2009. 

 
“Durable inequality: Who are China’s new urban poor?” (Wang Feng, Tsui-o Tai, 

and Wang Youjuan) Social Transformations in Chinese Societies, Vol. 5: 55-80, 2009. 
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“Poverty and wealth in post-socialist China: an overview.’(Deborah Davis and 
Wang Feng).  In Deborah Davis and Wang Feng (eds.), Creating Wealth and 
Poverty in Post-Socialist China. Stanford University Press. 3-19. 2009. 

 
“Market and gender pay equity: Have Chinese reforms narrowed the gap?” (Philip 

Cohen and Wang Feng). In Deborah Davis and Wang Feng (eds.), Creating 
Wealth and Poverty in Post-Socialist China. Stanford University Press. 37-53. 2009. 

 
 “The demographic factor in China’s transitions” (Wang Feng and Andrew Mason). 

In Loren Brant and Thomas Rawski (eds.), China’s Great Economic 
Transformations. Cambridge University Press. 136-166. 2008. 

 
“China’s local and national fertility policies at the end of the twentieth century.” 

(Gu Baochang, Wang Feng, Guo Zhigang, and Zhang Erli). Population and 
Development Review. March 2007. 

 
“Categorical sources of income inequality in urban China.” (Wang Feng and Tianfu 

Wang). In Wenfang Tang and Burkart Holzner (eds.) Social Change in 
Contemporary China: C. K. Yang and the Concept of Institutional Diffusion. 
University of Pittsburgh Press. 125-152. 2007. 

 
“Population aging in China: Challenges, opportunities, and institutions.” (Wang 

Feng and Andrew Mason). In Zhongwei Zhao and Fei Guo (eds.), Transition and 
Change: China’s Population at the Turn of the Twenty-First Century. Oxford 
University Press. 177-196. 2007. 

 
“Demographic dividend and prospects of economic development in China.” (Wang 

Feng and Andrew Mason). Proceedings of United Nations Expert Group Meeting on 
Social and Economic Implications of Changing Population Age Structures. United 
Nations. 141-154. 2007.  

 
 “Can China afford to continue its one-child policy?” Asia Pacific Issues 77: 1-12. 

Honolulu: the East-West Center.  2005. 
 
“Famine, social disruption, and involuntary fetal loss: evidence from Chinese 

survey data.” (Yong Cai and Wang Feng).  Demography 42 (2): 301-322. 2005. 
 
“Reproductive health status, knowledge, and access to health care among female 

migrants in Shanghai, China.” (Wang Feng, Ring Ren, Zhan Shaokang, Shen 
Anan). Journal of Biosocial Science 37(5): 603-622. 2005.  

 
“Society and mortality.” (Lee, James, Cameron Campbell, and Wang Feng). In 

Tommy Bengtsson, Cameron Campbell, and James Lee, et al. Life Under Pressure: 
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Mortality and Living Standards in Europe and Asia, 1700-1900.  Cambridge: MIT 
Press. 107-132. 2004.   

 
 “Housing improvement and distribution in urban China: Initial evidence from 

China’s 2000 census.” China Review 3 (2): 121-143. 2003. 
 
 “Privilege or punishment? Retirement and reemployment among the Chinese 

urban elderly.” (Wang Feng, Xiao Zhenyu, and Zhan Jie).  In China’s Revolution 
and Parent-Child Relations, edited by Martin K. Whyte. Ann Arbor: Center for 
Chinese Studies, the University of Michigan. 61-84. 2003. 

 
“Double jeopardy? Female rural migrant laborers in urban China, the case of 

Shanghai.” (Wang Feng and Shen Anan). In Women and Labor Market in 
Emerging Economies, edited by Antonella Pinnelli, Bridgett Garcia, and Harriet 
Presser. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 166-183. 2003. 

 
“Pre-transitional fertility in China.” (Cameron Campbell, Wang Feng, James Lee). 

Population and Development Review 28 (4): 735-750. 2002. 
 
“Rural migrants in Shanghai: living under the shadows of socialism.” (Wang Feng, 

Zuo Xuejin, and Danching Ruan). International Migration Review 36 (2): 520-545. 
2002. 

 
“Positive checks or Chinese checks?” (James Lee, Cameron Campbell, and Wang 

Feng) The Journal of Asian Studies 61 (2): 591-607. 2002. 
 
 “Nuptiality among the Qing nobility: 1640-1900.” (James Lee, Wang Feng, and 

Danching Ruan).  In Asian Population History, Liu et al (eds.).  Oxford: Oxford 
University Press. 353-373. 2001. 

 
“Population, poverty, and subsistence in China: 1700-2000.” (James Lee, Wang Feng, 

and Li Bozhong). In Population and Economy: From Hunger to Modern Economic 
Growth, edited by Tommy Bengtsson and Osamu Saito.  Oxford University 
Press, 73-110. 2000. 

 
“China: censuses 1982 and 1990.” In International Historical Censuses, Handbook of 

International Historical Microdata for Population Research, edited by Patricia Kelly, 
Robert McCaa, and Gunnar Thorvaldsen.  The Minnesota Population Center: 
45-60. 2000. 

 
“Gendered migration and the migration of genders in contemporary China.” In Re-

Drawing Boundaries: Work, Household, and Gender in China, edited by Barbara 
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Entwisle and Gail Henderson.  Berkeley: University of California Press. 231-242. 
2000. 

 
“Male nuptiality among the Qing nobility: Polygyny or serial monogamy?” (James 

Lee and Wang Feng). In Fertility and the Male Life Cycle, edited by Caroline 
Bledsoe.  Oxford: Oxford University Press. 188-206. 2000. 

 
“Inside China’s Cities: institutional barriers and opportunities for urban migrants.” 

(Wang Feng and Zuo Xuejin). American Economic Review, Papers and Proceedings 
89 (2): 276-280, 1999. 

 
“Malthusian models and Chinese realities: the Chinese demographic system 1700 – 

2000.” (James Lee and Wang Feng).  Population and Development Review 25 (1): 
33-65. 1999.  

 
 “Adoption among the Qing nobility and its implications for Chinese demographic 

behavior.” (Wang Feng and James Lee).  History of the Family: An International 
Quarterly 3: 411-427. 1998. 

 
“The breakdown of a Great Wall: Recent changes in household registration system 

in China,” In Floating Population and Migration in China: the Impact of Economic 
Reforms, Thomas Scharping (ed.). Hamburg: Institute of Asian Studies. 149-165. 
1997. 

 
“Malthusian mythologies and Chinese realities: from 200 million to 1.2 billion 

Chinese, 1700-2000.” (James Lee and Wang Feng).  Proceedings of the XXIIIrd 
General Conference of the IUSSP. Vol.1: 109-148. 1997. 

 
“Age at marriage and the first birth interval: the emerging change in sexual 

behavior among young couples in China.” (Wang Feng and Yang Quanhe). 
Population and Development Review 22 (2): 299-320. 1996. 

 
“A decade of one-child policy in China: Achievements and implications.”  In China: 

The Many Facets of Demographic Change, Alice Goldstein and Wang Feng (eds.).  
Boulder: Westview Press: 97-120. 1996. 

 
“Marital fertility control among the Qing nobility: Implications for two types of 

preventive check.” (Wang Feng, James Lee, and Cameron Campbell).  
Population Studies 49 (3): 383-400. 1995. 

 
“The effect of gender and other factors on child survival in China.” (Minja K. Choe, 

Hao Hongsheng, and Wang Feng).  Social Biology 42 (1-2): 50-64. 1995. 
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“Infant and child mortality among the Qing nobility: Implications for two types of 
positive check.” (James Lee, Wang Feng, and Cameron Campbell).  Population 
Studies 48 (3): 395-411. 1994. 

 
“Economic reform and restratification in urban Guangdong.” (Wang Feng and 

Alvin Y. So). In Inequalities and Development: Social Stratification in Chinese 
Societies, edited by S. K. Lau, M.K. Lee, P. S. Wan, and S. L. Wong. Hong Kong: 
The Chinese University of Hong Kong Press: 301-328. 1994. 

 
 “Parity progression and birth intervals in China: Policy initiatives and 

demographic responses.” (Griffith Feeney and Wang Feng).  Population and 
Development Review 19 (1): 61-101. 1993. 

 
“Changes in Chinese marriage patterns during the twentieth century.” (Wang Feng 

and  Nancy B. Tuma).  Proceedings of the XXIInd General Conference of the IUSSP, 
Vol. 3: 337-352. 1993. 

 
“The last emperors: An introduction to the demography of the Qing imperial 

lineage.” (James Lee, Cameron Campbell, and Wang Feng).  In Old and New 
Methods in Historical Demography, edited by Reher and Schofield.  Oxford: 
Oxford University Press: 361-382. 1993. 

 
“Social and demographic profile of the Chinese elderly.” (Minja K. Choe, Wang 

Feng, Xu Qin, and Zhan Jie).  China 1990 Population Census – Papers for 
International Seminar.  Beijing: China Statistical Press: 493-505. 1993. 

 
 “Gender inequality in urban China: education and employment.” (John Bauer, 

Wang Feng, Nancy Riley, and Zhao Xiaohua).  Modern China, 18 (3): 333-370. 
1992. 

 
“Recent trends in fertility and nuptiality in China.” (Ansley J. Coale, Wang Feng, 

Nancy E. Riley, and Lin Fude).  Science 251: 389-393. 1991. 
 
“Changement démographique rapide et parenté: I’effect d’une évolution 

démographique instable sur les reséaux de parenté en Chine, 1750-2250.” (The 
effect of rapid demographic change on aging, the case of China). (E.A, Hammel, 
C. Mason, K. Wachter, Wang Feng, and H. Yang).  In Conséquences de la 
croissance démographique rapide dans les pays en development, edited by G. Tapinos, 
D. Blanchet, and D.E. Horlacher.  New York: INED/United Nations: 233-260. 
1991. 

 
“Chinese demography: the state of the field.” (William R. Lavely, James Z. Lee and 

Wang Feng).  The Journal of Asian Studies 49 (4): 807-834. 1990. 
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“Recent fertility dynamics in China: Results from the 1987 One Percent Population 

Survey.” (Griffith Feeney, Wang Feng, Zhou Mingkun, and Xiao Baoyu).  
Population and Development Review 15 (2): 297-322. 1989. 

 
“The roles of individuals' socioeconomic characteristics and government family 

planning program in China's fertility decline.”  Population Research and Policy 
Review 7 (2): 255-276. 1988. 

 
 
Selected Publications in Chinese 
 
Books 
 

中国的低生育率与人口可持续发展 (China’s Low Fertility and Its Demographic 

Future). Guo Zhigang, Wang Feng, Cai Yong. Beijing: Social Sciences 
Academic Press of China. 2014. 

 

不平等挑战中国：收入分配的讨论与思考  (China Faces Inequality: Studies in Income 
Distribution) Song Xiaowu, Wang Tianfu, Li Shi, Wang Feng (eds.). Beijing: 
Social Sciences Academic Press of China. 2013. 

 

全球化与低生育率:中国的选择 （Globalization and Low Fertility: China’s Options） 

Wang ang Feng, Peng Xizhe, Gu Baochang et al. Shanghai: Fudan University 
Press.  2011. 

 
八百万人的实践：来自二孩生育政策地区的调研报告（An Experiment of Eight Million 

People ）Gu Baochang and Wang Feng. Beijing: Social Science Academic Press. 
2009. 

 
 
Articles 

 
“中国老龄化挑战被低估” Financial Times (FT 中文网). September 26, 2013. 
 

“老龄化挑战中国经济转型”(the challenge of population aging to China’s 
economic reforms) 中国改革  (China Reform) June 2012. 

 

“国际人口政策转向对中国的启示,” (Shifts in global population policies and lessons 
for China) Shen Ke, Wang Feng, and Cai Yong. 国际经济评论 (International 
Economic Review), 2012(1) 112-122, 2012.  

 
“以人为本，还是以人口为本？” (Population or human based policy making?), 财经

(Caijing Magzine), Annual Issue, December 14, 2012. 
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“人是生命，不是数.”(People are lives, not numbers), 财新网，May 17, 2011. 
 

“一胎政策再也不能继续了，” (The one child policy needs to be put to an end) 财
新网 (Caixin media)，April 29, 2011. 

 

“仅‘单独开二胎’远远不够，”(Allowing some couples to have a second child is 
far from enough) 财新网 (Caixin media)，March 10, 2011. 

 

“全球化环境中的世界人口与中国的选择”(World population in the era of 
globalization and China’s choice). 国际经济评论 (International Economic Review) 
2010 (6): 70-80, 2010. 

 

“中国的人口红利仅剩三年”(Three year to go before China exhaust its 
demographic dividend)	新世纪周刊 (New Century Weekly), 2010 (44): 86-88. 
November 8, 2010. 

 

“四亿中国人是怎么少生的？” (How did China avert 400 million births?) Wang 
Feng and Cai Yong. 中国改革  (China Reform) July, 2010. 

 
“负增长危机” (Crisis of negative population growth). 中国改革  (China Reform) 

Annual Issue. Vol.1-2, 2010. 
 
 “从收入差距到财富鸿沟：城市不同阶层消费差异的深远影响,” (From income 

inequality to wealth disparity: implications of consumption inequality in urban 
China)  Wang Tianfu and Wang Feng. 领导者 (Leaders) 29: 73-82. 

 
“人口问题：最能影响中国的负增长,” (Population: the negative growth that can 

most affect China) 领导者 (Leaders) 28: 64-69. 
 
“21 世纪中国人口负增长惯性初探” (A preliminary study of China’s negative 

population growth momentum in the 21st century) Wang Feng, Guo Zhigang, 
and Mao Zhuoyan. 人口研究 (Population Research), No. 6, 2008. 

 
“人口红利是取之不尽、用之不竭的吗?” (Are demographic dividends inexhaustible?) 

人口研究 (Population Research), No. 6, 2007.   
 
"从政策生育率看中国生育政策的多样性" (Variations in China's fertility policy as 

seen in policy stipulated fertility levels) Guo Zhigang, Zhang Erli, Gu Baochang, 
Wang Feng, 人口研究 (Population Research), Vol. 27: 1-10. 2003. 

 
“中国当前生育水平与未来展望” (current fertility level and future prospect of 

population change in China) (Guo Zhigang, Zhang Erli, Gu Baochang, Wang 
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Feng, and Xie Zhenming). In Zeng Yi, Li Ling, Gu Baochang, and Lin Yifu (eds.) 
二十一世纪中国人口与经济展望 (21st century population and economic 
development in China). Social Sciences Academic Press (China). 67-94. 2006. 

 
 “中国经济转型过程中的人口因素” (the demographic factor in China’s economic 

transition). (Wang Feng and Andrew Mason). 中国人口科学 (Chinese Journal 
of Population Science), 3: 2-18. 2006. 

 
 “中国城市收入分配中的集团因素，1986－1995” (categorical sources of urban 

income distribution in China, 1986-1995) (Wang Tianfu and Wang Feng). 社会

学研究 (Sociological Research). 3: 156-181. 2005. 
 
 “中国人口历史及其在新世界史研究中的意义” (China’s historical population and its 

implications for new world history research) (James Lee, Wang Feng, Cameron 
Campbell).  中国经济史研究 (China Economic History Research) 4: 86-95. 2004. 

  
“摘掉人口决定论的光环” (taking away the halo of demographic determinism) 

(Wang Feng and James Lee). 历史研究 (Historical Research): No. 1: 57-63, 2002. 
 
 “两种不同的节制性限制: 皇族人口对婚内生育的控制” (Nuptiality and fertility 

among the Qing Nobility: implications for two types of preventive checks)”, 
(Wang Feng and James Lee). In 清代皇族人口行为和社会环境 (Population 
Behavior and Social Setting of the Qing Imperial Lineage). James Lee and Guo 
Songyi (eds.).  Beijing: Peking University Press. 18-38. 1994. 

  
“中国的的社会主义实践与社会关系网的演变” (Socialism and the evolution of 

guanxiwang -networks- in China).  In 当代中国的国家与社会 (State and society 
in contemporary China).  Xueguang Zhou (ed.). Taipei: Guiguan tushu. 239-258. 
1992. 

 
 “全国生育节育调查资料的质量检验” (Quality assessment of China’s fertility and 

birth control sample survey). (Lin Fude and Wang Feng).  人口研究 (Population 
Research): 3-7. 1991. 

 
“我国生育率转变的近期态式” (recent trend of fertility change in China) (Lin Fude, 

Wang Feng, and Yan Rui).  In Collections of Analyses on China’s Fertility and Birth 
Control Sample Survey, edited by Chang Chongxuan.  Beijing: Population Press. 
1991. 
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Other Writings 

 
“The end of China’s one-child policy.” (Wang Feng, Baochang Gu, and Yong Cai). 

Studies in Family Planning. 47 (1): 83-86. March 2016.  
 
“Comments on Lei et al. “Health outcomes and socio-economic status among the 

mid-aged and elderly in China: Evidence from the CHARLS national baseline 
data.” The Journal of the Economics of Ageing. 2014. 

 
“Institutional and fiscal challenges of the old age support system in Asia-Pacific 

region.” Technical background paper for UN Human Development Report, 
United Nations Development Program. 2014. 

 
“Capital in Twenty-first century China.” East Asia Forum.  June 2014. 
 
“Relaxing the One-Child Policy: Too late, too little. “ China Economic Review. June 

2014. 
 
“What will happen if China adopts a two-child policy?” New Scientist. March 22, 

2014. 
 
“Bringing an end to a senseless policy.” Op-ed. The New York Times. November 19, 

2013. 
 
“Beyond inequality: Mobility and China’s future,” Introduction to special issue of 

Chinese Sociological Review, Vol. 45 (3). 2013. 
 
Beijing as a Globally Fluent City. Brookings-Tsinghua Center/Global Cities Initiative. 

The Brookings Institution. 2013.  
 
“China’s experience on reaching Millennium Development Goals – Lessons learned 

and issues to consider for the post-2015 development agenda.” Analytical 
Research Paper for United Nations Development Program. 2013. 

 
“Racing toward precipice.“ China Economic Quarterly. (June) 17-21. 2012. 
 
“Wake up calls in Beijing, from census takers.” The Brookings Institution. May 4, 

2011. 
 
“China’s one-child policy at 30 years.” (with Cai Yong). The Brookings Institution. 

September 24, 2010. 
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“About the Chinese Cultural Revolution.” Program Companion of the American 
Composers Festival. Orange County: Pacific Symphony. 10-11. 2004. 

 
“Fertility transition in China.” International Encyclopedia of the Social & Behavioral 

Sciences, edited by Neil J. Smelser and Paul B. Baltes. 2002. 
 
National Family and Health Survey, 1992-1993, Karnataka, India. (N. B. Rao, P. H. 

Rayappa, K. N. M. Raju, U. P. Sinha, B. M. Ramesh, Wang Feng, and Norman Y. 
Luther).  Bangalore: Population Research Center and Institute for Social and 
Economic Change, and Bombay: International Institute for Population Sciences 
(301 pages). 1995. 

 
“Historical demography in China: Review and perspective.”  Newsletter of the 

International Union for the Scientific Study of Population, no. 34, September-
December. 1988. 

Reviews 

Disorganizing China: Counter-Bureaucracy and the Decline of Socialism, by Eddy U., 
Contemporary Sociology 37(6): 576-78. 2008. 

The Changing Population of China, by Peng Xizhe and Guo Zhigang, Journal of 
Population Research, 17 (2): 222-223. 2000. 

Property Rights and Economic Reform in China, edited by Jean Oi and Andrew Walder, 
Journal of Asian Studies. 418-420. 2000. 

Contesting Citizenship in Urban China: Peasants Migrants, the State, and the Logic of the 
Market, by Dorothy Solinger.  Population and Development Review, 25 (4): 808-810. 
1999.  

Fate and Fortune in Rural China: Social Organization and Population Behavior in Liaoning 
1774-1873, by James Lee and Cameron Campbell.  Social Forces 76 (4). 1998. 

Gifts, Favors, and Banquets: The Art of Social Relationships in China, by Mayfair Mei-hui 
Yang, China Review International. 1996. 

Revolution in Asian Fertility: Dimensions, Causes, and Implications, by R. Leete and I. 
Alam (eds.).  Asia and Pacific Economic Literature 8 (2): 93-94. 1994. 

Work and Inequality in Urban China, by Yanjie Bian.  China Review International 1(2). 
1994. 

More Welfare after Economic Reform?  Welfare Development in the People’s Republic of 
China, by Cecilia L.W. Chan and Nelson W.S. Chow.  China Review International 
1(1): 65-68. 1994. 

The Population of Modern China, by D. Poston and D Yukey (eds.). Contemporary 
Sociology. 1993. 

Society and Population, by D. M. Heer and J. Grigsb.  Asia-Pacific Population Forum 6 
(4). 1993. 
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SELECTED RESEARCH SUPPORT 

National Science Foundation of China. 2014-2017. “International Immigration and 
the Transformation of Chinese Society.” 

National Science Foundation of China. 2012-2016. “The Influence of Demographic 
Change on Public Spending on Education, Health Care, and Pension in China.” 

National Science Foundation of China. 2011-2012. “Population policy: International 
Comparisons and Lessons for China.” 

John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation. 2008-11. “Below Replacement 
Fertility in China and Its Economic and Social Implications.”  

John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation. 2005-08. “China’s fertility policy 
in the wake of its demographic transition.”  

American Sociological Association. Fund for Advancement of the Discipline. 2004-
05. “Creating Wealth and Poverty in Contemporary China.”  Co-PI. 

Ford Foundation.  2005-2008. “”Translating fertility policy options to public policy 
actions in China.” Co-PI. 

Center for the Study of Democracy, UC-Irvine. 2004. “National survey on the 
perceptions of distributive justice in China.”  

Hong Kong Research Grants Council. 2004-2006. “Social capital and inequality: a 
study of rural migrants in Shanghai.” Co-PI. 

Ford Foundation.  2003-2005. “Urban income inequality: trends and patterns.”  
Pacific Rim Research Program, University of California.  2003-2004. “Organizational 

change and inequality.”   
Pacific Rim Research Program, University of California. 2001-2003. “Growth with 

inequality: China and the United States.”  
Ford Foundation. 2001-2003. “China’s fertility policy at the dawn of the 21st 

century.”  
American Council for Learned Societies. 1999-2000. “Looking up from the bottom: 

income inequality among urban Chinese households.”   
School of Social Sciences Faculty Research Seed Grant, University of California, 

Irvine.  1999.  “Dynamics of income inequality in urban China.” 
Ford Foundation. 1998. “Reproductive health among female migrants in Shanghai.”  
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SELECTED PAPER PRESENTATIONS 

“A benevolent state against an unjust society? Inequalities in public transfers in 
China.” Conference of Rich China, Poor China. University of California, 
Irvine. May 13, 2016. 

“Getting married in Shanghai: arrival of a new era of marriage in China?” 
Population Association of America annual meeting. April 2, 2016. 

“End of China’s one-child policy: myths and legacies,” Conference on China’s 
Population Trends and Challenges, Columbia University, New York, April 4, 
2016. 

“China after the one child policy: the demographic factor in China’s New Normal.” 
Stanford University, February 8, University of California, San Diego, April 
18th, Brown University, April 27, University of Washington, April 28th, 2016. 

“Youth in China.” Emerging Market Symposium. Green-Templeton College, 
University of Oxford. January 7-10, 2016. 

“China’s march toward Middle Income: Why this time might be different?” 
International Conference on Emerging Issues in Low Fertility and Aging 
Societies. Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs. Seoul, Korea. 
December 14-16, 2015. 

“China’s long road toward below replacement fertility.” United Nations Expert 
Group Meeting on Policy Responses to Low Fertility. New York, November 
2-3, 2015. 

“Getting married in Shanghai.” Conference on Social Change in China, in Honor of 
Martin King Whyte. Stanford Center, Beijing. October 23, 2015. 

"China’s new demographic reality and the era of immigration: the case of Shanghai." 
AAS-in-Asia, Association of Asian Studies, Taipei, China. June 22-24, 2015. 

"How much can we learn about future through seeing history?  -- Population 
projections for China since 1980," Population Association of America Annual 
meeting, San Diego. May 2, 2015. 

"What’s behind the shifting labor income age profiles in China?" Population 
Association of America Annual meeting, San Diego. May 1, 2015. 

"Building social safety net in a transitional society: Inequalities in public transfers in 
China." Population Association of America Annual meeting, San Diego. April 
30, 2015. 

"What’s behind the shifting labor income age profiles in China?" Workshop on 
Human Capital and Aging, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA. April 13-14, 
2015. 

"Demographics and China's New Normal." Access China 2015, Deutsche Bank, 
Beijing, China. January 2015. 

"How academic research has contributed to policy change in China." Conference on 
Fertility Policy and China's New Demographics, Shanghai, China. December 
19 - 20, 2014. 
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"China's long road toward low fertility." Workshop on Low Fertility, East-West 
Center, Honolulu, Hawaii. December 13 - 15, 2014. 

"Chinese demographics and urbanization." CLSACITIC China Summit, Beijing, 
China. October 17 -18, 2014. 

"Population aging in China: an overview." First Workshop on Comparative Aging in 
China and Sweden, Center for Economic Demography, Lund University, 
Lund University, Lund, Sweden. August 4 - 8, 2014. 

"China's demographic changes and their implications." 44th St. Gallen Symposium, 
Panel: China and Russia: Demographic Chances and Challenges, St. Gallen, 
Switzerland. May 7- 9, 2014. 

 “China’s demographic challenges.” World Demographic and Aging Forum. St. 
Gallen, Switzerland. August 26-28, 2012. 

“From collective synchronization and individual liberalization: (Re)emergence of 
late marriage in new Shanghai.” Population Association of America annual 
meeting, San Francisco, May 2 - 5, 2012. 

“Reversal of China’s demographic fortune.” Fundación Ramón Areces, Madrid, 
Spain. March 22, 2012.  

“China’s looming demographic crisis: causes, prospects, and policy options,” 
Population Association of America annual meeting, Dallas, April 15-17, 2010. 

“The future of the demographic overachiever: Long term implications of the 
demographic transition in China,” Conference on the Long Term 
Implications of the Demographic Transition. Madrid, Spain, September 24-26, 
2009. 

”How resilient China’s regime is and why: a state capacity perspective.” (with Yang 
Su). Conference on “1989: Twenty Years after,” UC Irvine, November 5-8, 
2009 

“Deepening stratification and reproduction of inequality: education and medical 
consumption in urban China” (with Tianfu Wang), ISA RC28 meeting. 
Beijing: China, May 14-16, 2009. 

“Reproductive consequences of China’s Great Leap Famine,” (with Yong Cai) 
Population Association of America, Detroit, April 2009, and International 
Seminar on Demographic Responses to Sudden Economic and 
Environmental Change, Kashiwa, Chiba, Japan, 21-23 May 2009. 

“From general discrimination to segmented inequality: Migrant laborers in 
Shanghai,” (with Yao Lu) Conference on Reconceptualizing Migration: Economies, 
Societies, and Biopolitics, Columbia University, April 2-3, 2009. 

“Expanding production, shrinking reproduction: Does globalization have anything 
to do with below replacement fertility in China?” International Conference on 
Low Fertility and Reproductive Health in East and Southeast Asia. Tokyo, 
Japan, November 2008. 

“Momentum of negative population growth and its implications for China.” 
Shanghai Forum, Shanghai, China, May 25, 2008. 
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“Market and gender pay inequity: Have China’s reforms narrowed the gap?” 
Shanghai Forum, Shanghai, China, May 25, 2007. 

“Globalization, policy intervention, and reproduction: Below replacement fertility in 
China.” Population Association of America. Annual meeting New York, March, 
2007. 

“China: the demographic billionaire at the crossroads.” Oxford University, February 
10, 2007, University of California, San Diego, March 5, 2007. 

“Boundaries of inequality: Perceptions of distributive justice among urbanities, 
migrants, and peasants.”  Conference on Rethinking the Urban and Rural 
Cleavage in Contemporary China. Harvard University, October 6-8, 2006. 

“A decade of poverty in urban China: Who are more likely to fall under?” 
Population Association of America annual meeting. Los Angeles, April 2006. 

“Demographic dividend and prospects for economic development in China.” 
United Nations Expert Group Meeting on Social and Economic Implications of 
Changing Population Age Structure. Mexico city, Mexico. August 31-September 
2, 2005. 

“Fertility decline and the demographic dividend: China in comparative 
perspective.” Forum on Population and Development in East Asia. Beijing, 
China. May 16-17, 2005. 

“What would happen if China relaxed its one-child family policy?” Forum on 
Emerging Population Challenges in China and East Asia. East-West Center. 
Honolulu. April 2005. 

 

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

International Union for the Scientific Study of Population, 1987 -  
Population Association of America, 1989 - 
American Sociological Association, 1992- 
 
 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

 
International 
 
Member and Participant, Expert Group on Policy Response to Low Fertility. United 

Nations Population Division. 
Member, Global Agenda Council (on Population Growth), World Economic Forum, 

2009 --2012 
Member, Scientific Committee on Below Replacement Fertility, International Union 

for the Scientific Study of Population (IUSSP), 2010-2013 
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Member, Sub-Committee on Historical Demography, International Union for the 
Scientific Study of Population (IUSSP), 1992-1995 

 

National (U.S.) 

Member, Chinese Studies Fellowship Selection Committee, American Council of 
Learned Societies (ACLS), 2008 

Ad-hoc Member, Review Committee in the area of Social Sciences and Populations 
Studies, National Institutes of Health, 2001, 2004, 2005 

Participant and contributor, Social Science Translation Project, American Council of 
Learned Societies (ACLS), 2004-2005 

 
National (China) 

Chair, International Advisory Committee, China General Social Survey (CGSS), 
2010 – 2013 

Chair, Academic Committee, Fudan Institute of Social Research, Fudan University, 
2011 – 

 
Institutional (U.S.) 

Director, Brookings-Tsinghua Center for Public Policy, 2010 – 2013 
Chair, Department of Sociology, University of California, Irvine, 2007-2010 
Member, Executive Committee, School of Social Sciences, UC Irvine, 2007–2008 
Member, Campus-wide Honors Program Board, UC-Irvine Campus, 2004-07 
Member, Executive Board of Center for the Studies of Democracy, UCI, 2006-07 
Member, Subcommittee on International Education, UC-Irvine Campus, 2003-2004 
Member, Ad-hoc Committee of Pacific Rim Research Program Review, UCI, 1999, 

2000, 2002, 2005 
Member, Steering Committee of the Asian Studies Center, UCI, 1997- 2004 
Graduate Director, M.A. Program in Demographic and Social Analysis, 1999-2001, 

2006 
Member, Board of International Studies, School of Social Sciences, 1999-2001 
Member, Graduate Studies Committee, Department of Sociology, 1996-2000, 2003 
Member, Faculty Recruitment Committees, Department of Sociology, 1998, 1999-

2000, 2006 
 
Reviewer for the National Science Foundation and for journals: American Sociological 

Review, American Journal of Sociology, Contemporary Sociology, Demography, 
Population and Development Review, Population Studies, Research in Social 
Stratification and Mobility, Sociological Perspectives, Sociological Forum, Research on 
Aging, International Family Planning Perspectives, Studies in Family Planning, 
Economic Development and Cultural Change, Journal of Human Resources, Journal of 
Economic Development, Journal of Asian Studies, Modern China, Science, Social 
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Biology, Social Science History, China Review International and Asia-Pacific 
Population Forum.  


