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Introduction  

The year 2016 was largely devoted to the preparation of the 2017 International Population 

Conference and in particular the Call for papers, which closed in December with a record 

4,572 submissions. The IUSSP also organized 16 scientific and training activities involving 

608 participants from all regions of the world; 10 of these activities were related to the Data 

Revolution. The IUSSP increased its communication via the IUSSP website, social media, 

and email, pursuing the weekly publication of its new policy-oriented magazine (N-IUSSP). 

2016 also marked a year of reduced funding for population activities resulting in budget 

deficits. In response to this worrisome trend, the IUSSP worked with consultants to evaluate 

IUSSP’s business plan and develop a strategy for the Union to become sustainable in the long 

term. As part of this evaluation, the IUSSP reached out to members with a survey to explore 

the types of activities to engage in for the future. This report provides information on these 

activities and others carried out in 2016.  

International Population Conference 

The Call for Papers for the 2017 International Population Conference was launched in early 2016 

with a printed version of the Call for Papers sent by post to IUSSP members, population research 

and training institutions and UNFPA offices throughout the world, and also distributed at the PAA 

annual meeting and three regional population conferences. By the deadline for submissions on 15 

December a new record of over 4,500 submissions had been received from authors based in 131 

countries. The most popular theme was once again Health, Mortality and Longevity with 638 

submissions, followed by Migration and Urbanization with 445 submissions and Sexual and 

Reproductive Health with 443 submissions. A group of 105 volunteer reviewers and 132 

organizers and conveners will evaluate the submissions and select 880 papers for 220 oral sessions 

and over 1000 papers for posters.   The final selection for the scientific programme will be decided 

by the International Organizing Committee (IOC), which will meet in Paris on 12 and 13 April 

2017. To raise funds for the Conference, the IUSSP has also set aside a limited number “Research 

Leader Sessions” for organizations working in the population field to sponsor and organize. IUSSP 

contracted with the Conference Exchange to provide the software and technical support for the on 

line submissions and review software. 

Information pertaining to the 2017 IPC is available on the conference website: 

http://ipc2017capetown.iussp.org/.  

Scientific meetings 

In 2016, the IUSSP and its Scientific Panels, in collaboration with partner institutions, 

organized 8 seminars, 4 training workshops, one expert meeting, one side meeting and three 

sessions at other conferences. Approximately 330 individuals directly participated in these 

activities. A total of 136 papers were presented at these meetings.  

In order to facilitate the participation of students and scholars from developing countries the 

IUSSP provides some travel support when funding is available. In 2016, the IUSSP provided 

direct support for travel to 29 participants from developing countries to attend IUSSP 

meetings. Panel members and the IUSSP Secretariat raised and managed funds from several 

donors to provide travel support and collaborated with 12 institutions in the organisation of 

the following scientific seminars and meetings:  

1. Expert Meeting: Towards the next generation of record-linkage studies to advance 

data quality assessment of civil registration systems in low- and middle-income 

http://ipc2017capetown.iussp.org/
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countries, Washington, DC, United States, 4-5 April 2016. [Organized by the IUSSP 

Scientific Panel on Innovations for Strengthening CRVS Systems] 

2. Workshop: Social media and demographic research, at the 10th International AAAI 

Conference on Web and Social Media (ICWSM-16), Cologne, Germany, 17 May 2016  

[Organized by the IUSSP Scientific Panel on Big Data and Population Processes] 

3. Seminar: Registering and counting the population: the production and exploration of 

census information from early modern times to the end of 20th century, Campinas - 

São Paulo, Brazil, 19-21 May 2016. [Organized by the IUSSP Scientific Panel on 

Historical Demography] 

4. Workshop : The challenges of demographic data in Sub-Saharan Africa in the 

framework of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), Paris, 31 May 2016 

[Organized by : DEMOSTAF, INED (Pôle PI & UR DEMOSUD) and IUSSP] 

5. Seminar: Medication abortion: availability and use, and impact on abortion safety and 

women’s health, Dakar, Senegal, 6-8 July 2016. [Organized by the IUSSP Scientific 

Panel on Abortion Research] 

6. Workshop: Completion of volumes on the Demographic Dividend linked to education 

and the economy, Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, 25-27 July 2016. [Organized by the 

IUSSP Network on Strengthening Demographic Training in Francophone Africa] 

7. Seminar: Causal mediation analysis in health and work, Rostock, Germany, 26-29 

September 2016. [Organized by the IUSSP Scientific Panel on Pathways to Health] 

8. Side Meeting: Assessment of civil registration and vital statistics using direct methods, 

at the ALAP/ABEP Congress, Foz do Iguaçu, Brazil, 18 October 2016. [Organized by 

the IUSSP Scientific Panel on Innovations for Strengthening Civil Registration and 

Vital Statistical Systems] 

9. Round Table: Web and social media for demographic research, at the ALAP/ABEP 

Congress, Foz do Iguaçu, Brazil, 19 October 2016. [Organized by the IUSSP] 

10. Round Table: Evaluation of civil registration and vital statistics from an academic 

perspective, at the ALAP/ABEP Congress, Foz do Iguaçu, Brazil, 20 October 2016. 

[Organized by the IUSSP Scientific Panel on Innovations for Strengthening Civil 

Registration and Vital Statistical Systems] 

11. Workshop: Web, social media, and cellphone data for demographic research, at the 8th 

International Conference on Social Informatics (SocInfo 2016), Bellevue, Washington, 

United States, 14 November 2016. [Organized by the IUSSP Scientific Panel on Big 

Data and Population Processes] 

12. Session: Advancing the Data Revolution through record linkage and data integration, 

at the 15th Conference of the International Association for Official Statistics (IAOS), 

Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, 6 December 2016. [Organized by the IUSSP 

Scientific Panel on Innovations for Strengthening Civil Registration and Vital 

Statistical Systems] 

13. Seminar: Linking past to present. Long-term perspectives on micro-level demographic 

processes, Kashiwa, Japan, 9-11 December 2016. [Organized by the IUSSP Scientific 

Panel on Historical Demography] 

Summary reports for these activities are available in Annex 6. 
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Future seminars and meetings 

In 2016, the IUSSP and IUSSP Scientific Panels were actively preparing, in addition to the 

28
th

 International Population Conference in Cape Town, the following activities for 2017:  

 Workshop: Communicating on the Demographic Dividend with policy makers and 

journalists, Yaoundé, Cameroon, 9-13 January 2017. [Organized by the IUSSP Network 

on Network on Strengthening Demographic Training in Francophone Africa]. 

 Seminar: Mortality Analysis and Forecasting, New Delhi, India, 6-7 April 2017. 

[Organized by the IUSSP Scientific Panel on Lifespan Extension with Varying Cause-of-

death Trajectories]. 

 Workshop: Subjective Well-being and Demography at the 2017 PAA, Chicago, United 

States, 26 April 2017. [Organized by the IUSSP Scientific Panel on Subjective Well-being 

and Demographic Events]. 

 Workshop: Social media and demographic research: applications and implications, at the 

11th International AAAI Conference on Web and Social Media (ICWSM-17), Montreal, 

Canada, 15 May 2017. [Organized by the IUSSP Scientific Panel on Big Data and 

Population Processes]. 

 Workshop: Climate, Migration and Health - with a focus on refugee movements, Boulder 

(Colorado), United States, 25-26 May 2017. [Organized by the IUSSP Scientific Panel on 

Migration, Climate and Health]. 

 Seminar: Urban Health Transformations, Cambridge, United Kingdom, 11-12 July 2017. 

[Organized by the IUSSP Scientific Panel on Historical Demography]. 

 Seminar: Pandemics: reflections on the centennial of the 1918 Spanish Influenza Virus, 

Madrid, Spain, 27-29 November 2017. [Organized by the IUSSP Scientific Panel on 

Historical Demography].  

Training workshops and resources 

In 2016, IUSSP groups organized four training workshops, which included a total of 278 

participants. The IUSSP provided direct travel support to 80 participants, all of whom were 

from developing countries. One workshop focused on the Demographic Dividend in Africa and 

was supported by an ongoing grant from the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation. The other 

three workshops, also funded by the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, focused on the use 

of social media and cell phone data for population research.  

 Training Workshop: Communicating on the Demographic Dividend with policy 

makers and journalists, Mbalmayo, Cameroon, 24 March 2016. [Organized by the 

IUSSP Scientific Panel on Network on Strengthening Demographic Training in 

Francophone Africa]. 

 Training Workshop: Social media and demographic methods, preconference workshop 

at the Annual Meeting of the Population Association of America, Washington, DC, 

United States, 30 March 2016. [Organized by the IUSSP Scientific Panel on Big Data 

and Population Processes]. 

 Training Workshop: Web, social media data and demographic research, preconference 

workshop at the European Population Conference, Mainz, Germany, 31 August 2016. 

[Organized by the IUSSP Scientific Panel on Big Data and Population Processes]. 
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 Training Workshop: Web and social media for demographic research, at the 

ALAP/ABEP Congress, Foz do Iguaçu, Brazil, 17 October 2016. [Organized by the 

IUSSP Scientific Panel on Big Data and Population Processes]. 

Summary reports for these activities are available in Annex 6. 

Demography and the Data Revolution 

Over the past two years, the IUSSP has taken the lead in organizing and participating in a 

broad set of activities in the area of the Data Revolution. These activities aimed, first, to 

reflect on the potential contributions that demographers could make broadly to the Data 

Revolution and specifically to measuring indicators associated with the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs), secondly, to make demographers more aware of ongoing work 

by non-demographers that is relevant to the population science community, and finally, to 

promote exchanges between demographers and non-demographers (epidemiologists, 

computer scientists…) in this area by organizing events at the conferences of other disciplines 

featuring demographers.  

Two scientific panels have actively organized activities around the Data Revolution in 2016. 

The Panel on Big Data and Population Processes organized three training workshops at three 

regional population conferences and two research workshops at conferences focusing on the 

use of new data, with the aim of fostering communication between demographers and data 

scientists. The Panel on Innovations for Strengthening Civil Registration and Vital Statistical 

Systems organized an expert meeting in collaboration with the World Bank, a side meeting 

and a round table at a regional population conference as well as a session at a statisticians’ 

conference. In addition, IUSSP Vice President Tom LeGrand and Council member Tom 

Moultrie have participated in events representing demographers in discussions around the 

measurement of the SDGs and informing demographers of developments in this field at 

regional population conferences. Data Revolution activities were funded by the William and 

Flora Hewlett Foundation, through grants made to the IUSSP and to the Population 

Association of America (PAA). Information pertaining to the Data Revolution is available on 

the IUSSP website: http://iussp.org/en/demography-and-data-revolution.  

Publications 

The IUSSP disseminates the scientific results of its activities through its website, in scholarly 

peer-reviewed journals and edited volumes. In 2016, one edited volume and one special issue 

of a peer-reviewed journal were devoted to papers from IUSSP seminars. Papers from IUSSP 

seminars were also published individually in journals. Seminar papers are made available to 

IUSSP members and all seminar reports are available to the general public on the IUSSP 

website. In 2016, the IUSSP published four quarterly IUSSP Bulletins and 46 N-IUSSP 

articles. 

Books  

 New Approaches to Death in Cities during the Health Transition, International Studies 

in Population, Vol. 12, Diego Ramiro Fariñas and Michel Oris, eds., Springer, 2016. 

Special issues in peer-reviewed journals 

 Special issue on Demographic differential vulnerability to climate-related disasters, Raya 

Muttarak and Leiwen Jiang, eds., in Vienna Yearbook of Population Research, Volume 

13, 2015.  

http://iussp.org/en/demography-and-data-revolution
http://iussp.org/en/iussp-publications
http://www.springer.com/series/6944?detailsPage=titles
http://hw.oeaw.ac.at/vypr_collection?frames=yes
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IUSSP Bulletin  

 IUSSP Bulletin No 31: March 2016 

 IUSSP Bulletin No 32: June 2016 

 IUSSP Bulletin No 33: Sept 2016 

 IUSSP Bulletin No 34: Dec 2016 

N-IUSSP 

In 2015, IUSSP partnered with Neodemos, an online Italian website on demographic issues, to 

establish a new IUSSP news magazine, N-IUSSP to disseminate scientific findings from 

demographic research carried out by IUSSP members and other population researchers from all 

over the world. The website also includes a “Did you know?” section featuring graphs 

depicting demographic phenomena and short video presentations summarizing demographic 

and population topics. 

In 2016, N-IUSSP published 46 articles, one article per week except during summer and winter 

holidays. Readership has increased steadily since the site was launched in November 2015, 

both among IUSSP members and external subscribers. In 2016 the N-IUSSP website received 

24,294 page views. According to a membership survey carried out in the summer of 2016, 

these articles appear to be greatly appreciated by many IUSSP members.  

All N-IUSSP articles and “Did you know?” features are available at: http://www.niussp.org/. 

IUSSP communication  

The IUSSP communicates with members and the public through its bilingual English/French 

website (iussp.org), email, and its quarterly newsletter. In 2016, the IUSSP also regularly 

disseminated information via Twitter and Facebook.  

The Secretariat regularly updates the website with information on IUSSP activities and events 

as well as those of other organizations in the population field or in related fields including 

information on forthcoming conferences, calls for papers, fellowships and job 

announcements, as well as members’ recent publications and activities. These announcements 

are sent by email and also tweeted and posted on Facebook and the information is 

summarized in the quarterly IUSSP newsletter. In 2016, the Secretariat sent 204 email 

announcements to members and produced 4 newsletters. 

The Membership Directory is now open to the public. Anyone can search for a member by 

name or find individuals by field of study, specialization, regional focus, language, or country 

of residence. This resulted in a 3-fold increase in the number of page views from 331 in 2015 

to 1,267 in 2016. 

In 2016 the IUSSP website recorded 88,537 page views, a 40% increase over 2015, largely due 

to the call for papers, and 52,929 users, a 29 % increase over 2015. The top ten country sources 

of website sessions in 2016 were the United States, India, France, United Kingdom, Russia, 

South Africa, Brazil, Nigeria, Canada, and Cameroon. In 2016, the Secretariat sent 206 tweets 

and retweets and published 92 posts on Facebook. At the end of the year, IUSSP was followed 

by 817 people on its Twitter account and IUSSP Facebook page was liked by 733.  

 

http://iussp.org/en/iussp-bulletin-issue-31
http://iussp.org/en/iussp-bulletin-issue-31
http://iussp.org/en/iussp-bulletin-issue-32
http://iussp.org/en/iussp-bulletin-issue-32
http://iussp.org/en/iussp-bulletin-issue-33
http://iussp.org/en/iussp-bulletin-issue-34
http://www.niussp.org/
http://www.niussp.org/did-you-know/
http://www.niussp.org/
http://iussp.org/en/
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IUSSP participation in United Nations meetings 

The IUSSP has Special Consultative Status as an NGO with the United Nations Economic 

and Social Commission (ECOSOC). This status gives IUSSP the privilege of participating in 

United Nations-sponsored meetings.  

The IUSSP was selected as one of the 25 organizations to serve on the Steering Committee set 

up to prepare the United Nations Summit for Refugees and Migrants. Between June and 

August 2016, Ellen Kraly (Colgate University) and Mohammad Jalal Abbassi-Shavazi 

(University of Tehran) participated in a series of meetings to draft the concept note for the 

Informal Interactive Multi-stakeholder Hearing on 18 July and to develop recommendations 

to the Office of the President of the General Assembly regarding representatives of civil 

society organizations to participate in the meetings. Ellen Kraly made a statement during the 

fourth panel concerning international migration. For more information: http://iussp.org/en/un-

summit-refugees-and-migrants.  

IUSSP participation in regional and national population conferences 

In 2016, the IUSSP held exhibit booths and/or organized sessions and side meetings at four 

population conferences:  

 2016 Annual Meeting of the Population Association of America (PAA), Washington 

DC, 31 March-2 April 2016.  

 XIX
e
 colloque international de l’Association Internationale des Démographes de 

Langue Française (AIDELF), Strasbourg, France, 21-24 June 2016.  

 2016 European Population Conference, Mainz, Germany, 31 August-3 September 

2016.  

 VII Congress of the Latin American Population Association (ALAP) jointly 

organized with the XX Congress of the Brazilian Population Association (ABEP), 

Foz do Iguaçu, Brazil, 17-22 October 2016.  

Membership and governance 

As an association based on individual membership, the IUSSP’s principal strength is its 

members. The majority of IUSSP activities are carried out through members’ voluntary 

contributions of their expertise and time. At the end of 2016, the IUSSP had 1,288 full 

members and 345 student associates from 121 countries and representing 120 nationalities. In 

2016, 82 new members and 232 new student associates joined the Union. Women comprise 

42% of full members and 41% of the student associates.  

New dues levels 

The IUSSP Council decided to reevaluate membership dues, which had not been changed 

since 2006. On 30 March 2016, the regular annual dues increased from 90 to 100 euros. 

Reduced and very low dues increased proportionally. The Council decided not to increase the 

rate for members making one payment to cover 4 years of membership to encourage members 

to remain members in between conferences. For more information: 

http://iussp.org/en/membership-dues-changes-30-march-2016.  

2017 Council elections–Committee on Nominations’ report 

Following the procedure outlined in the IUSSP Constitution (article 11), the Committee on 

Nominations prepared a list of candidates for the 2017 election ballot to decide on the 2018-2021 

Council. IUSSP members have been invited to make additional nominations. For more information 

http://iussp.org/en/un-summit-refugees-and-migrants
http://iussp.org/en/un-summit-refugees-and-migrants
http://iussp.org/en/membership-dues-changes-30-march-2016
http://iussp.org/en/membership-dues-changes-30-march-2016
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and to read the Committee on Nominations’ report: http://iussp.org/en/nominations-2017-council-

elections.  

IUSSP membership survey 

The IUSSP Secretariat carried out an online survey of current and past members from 17 June 

to 21 August. The objectives of the survey were to consult the membership, as part of a 

reassessment of Union’s priorities and activities, to understand membership renewal 

behaviour and dynamics, seek feedback and suggestions on how to improve communication 

and services and expand membership, especially by attracting young demographers. The 

survey was sent to 5,658 contacts. A total of 1,537 current and former members and students 

responded. The response rate for current members was 51% and for current student associates 

44%; for former members and students it was 20%. The survey report is available on the 

IUSSP website: https://iussp.org/sites/default/files/2016_IUSSP_membership_survey.pdf. 

IUSSP Laureate award 

The IUSSP Council elected Ron Lee to be the 2016 IUSSP Laureate in recognition of his 

outstanding contributions to the advancement of population sciences and distinguished service 

rendered to the IUSSP. The Laureate award ceremony took place at the Annual Meeting of 

the Population Association of America in Washington, DC on 30 March 2016 and included a 

Symposium on Ronald Lee's contributions to demography chaired by Jacques Vallin, with 

presentations by David Lam, Andrew Mason, and Jennifer Johnson-Hanks. For more details: 

http://iussp.org/en/2016-laureate-ceremony-ron-lee.  

 

Review of IUSSP’s business plan and fundraising strategy  

In early 2016, the IUSSP received an Organizational Effectiveness Grant from the William 

and Flora Hewlett Foundation to help the Union reassess its business, fundraising and 

communications strategy. This comes at a time when the Union is facing difficulties in 

securing core and project funding from government sources and donors such as UNFPA. 

While the IUSSP also receives income from membership dues and conference registration 

fees, this revenue is not sufficient to support current operational costs. The IUSSP must 

diversify its funding sources and develop a sustainable business plan to ensure the long-term 

viability of the Union and its activities.  

The IUSSP hired Ethicore, a consulting agency based in the United Kingdom. As part of their 

consultancy, Ethicore examined IUSSP finances and activities and held stakeholder 

interviews with donors and members. The membership survey sent to members during the 

summer provided the consultants with useful information for future directions and activities. 

Ethicore completed their preliminary report and recommendations in July and the IUSSP 

Council vetted those recommendations in September. Ethicore noted IUSSP’s solid 

international reputation for promoting quality demographic research through its members, 

scientific panels, and seminars and conferences, but that the IUSSP needed to do more to 

heighten awareness of the Union and population research. They recommended that the IUSSP 

become more proactive, promoting the field of population by focusing on policy-relevant 

topics and working across disciplinary boundaries to make the relevance of demography and 

population research more visible to those outside the discipline. For more information on 

Ethicore’s key recommendations: http://iussp.org/en/ethicore-recommendations-iussp  

  

http://iussp.org/en/nominations-2017-council-elections
http://iussp.org/en/nominations-2017-council-elections
https://iussp.org/sites/default/files/2016_IUSSP_membership_survey.pdf
http://iussp.org/en/2016-laureate-ceremony-ron-lee
http://iussp.org/en/ethicore-recommendations-iussp
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Management and finances 

In 2016, the IUSSP incurred a deficit of €114,041; IUSSP income totaled €517,220 the 

operating budget was €631,261.  

Income: IUSSP income totaled €517,220. Income sources include grants from private 

foundations and governments to support scientific activities and operational costs (€205,024) 

membership dues (€59,523), and income from interest earned on investments and exchange 

rate gains. In addition, €185,075 in tied funds for multi-year grants awarded in 2014-2015 was 

expended for specific projects. In addition to the direct support received from donors and 

institutions for operations and scientific activities, the IUSSP leverages additional funds 

through Panel members and their institutions, which are not included in our accounts.  

 

Expenses: The IUSSP operating budget for 2016 was €631,261. Expenses include: €157,297 

to directly support IUSSP scientific and training activities which includes preparation for the 

2017 International Population Conference, €40,487 for publications and the website including 

expenses related to the publication and distribution of the IPC2017 Call for Papers and N-

IUSSP the new online IUSSP news magazine, and €45,323 in grant funds mainly from the 

William and Flora Hewlett Foundation that have been advanced for activities taking place in 

early 2017. Overall there was a significant drop again in funding from donors for IUSSP 

scientific activities.  

The IUSSP spent €250,583 on salary costs and related taxes and social security costs. 

Accounting and auditing services, office furnishing and supplies, depreciation on assets and 

other office expenditures amounted to €46,294. IUSSP governance costs came to a total 

€53,775 and includes expenses associated with IUSSP Council and Bureau meetings, outreach 

to regional associations, as well as consultant costs related to a review of the IUSSP business, 

fundraising and communications plans. The IUSSP also incurred costs of €33,333 in exchange 

rate losses.  

Reserves: The IUSSP incurred a deficit of €114,041, which is covered by IUSSP general and 

project reserve funds. As of 1 January 2017, IUSSP reserves stand at €1,633,191. The 2016 

deficit was covered by the following reserves: €10,000 was deducted from the IUSSP reserve 

for General Operating Costs to cover the consultant costs associated with the review of the 

IUSSP fundraising and business plan leaving a reserve of €120,000; €104 ,040 was deducted 

from the reserve for the International Population Conference to cover most costs related to the 

organization of Conference which amount to €129,230 half of which include IUSSP 

Secretariat staff time devoted to planning and coordination of the Call for Papers leaving 

€462,110 in the reserve. 

 

Member Donations: The IUSSP Council has established two new funds to allow members 

who wish to provide funds for a specific use to do so: a Travel Fund for junior demographers 

and developing country scholars and a Translation Fund to support translation and 

simultaneous interpretation costs to better include non-English speaking population scientists 

in IUSSP activities. A total of €1,519 was donated to the General Fund. 

Investments: The assets of the IUSSP are held in several secure investments. At the end of  

2016, the IUSSP re-invested the interest and principal of a BFCM bond of €250,000 that 

matured in 2016 and funds from its USD account and Euro SICAV accounts that were  

earning very low interest in two mutual funds managed by CIC Banque Transatlantique – one 

in USD (USD150,000) and one in Euro (€400,000) which earned €15 447.94.  In addition, the 

capital investment subscribed at the end of 2010 (€500,000) resulted in interest earnings in 
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2016 €10,432.85. The IUSSP also has U.S. dollar account with Banque Transatlantique and 

with Tompkins County Trust Bank in New York, USA. Total interest earned on investments 

and other exceptional gains in 2016 is €28,166. 

Staff: The Secretariat currently has four permanent staff members who coordinate IUSSP 

scientific activities and publications, communicate with IUSSP members, donors and the 

public, maintain a website, and coordinate fundraising and reporting to IUSSP donors. In 

2016, Marina Boragno was recruited away and replaced by Adelaide Twumasi who joined the 

Secretariat as the new financial and administrative assistant in September 2016. 

Auditor: The IUSSP 2016 audited accounts were prepared by the accounting firm ARICE 

and approved by auditors Mazars & Guérard. For further details on IUSSP revenue and 

expenses in 2016 see the Statement of Activities and Change in Net Assets for the Year 

Ended 31 December 2016. Comparable data for 2013-2016 are shown in that statement. The 

Statement of Financial Position as of 31 December 2016 shows IUSSP total assets and 

liabilities for the period 2013-2016. 

Donors: In 2016, the IUSSP received support from a number of governments, private 

foundations and other agencies, including the Government of France, The William and Flora 

Hewlett Foundation, and other donors. In addition to its financial support, the French Institute 

for Demographic Studies (INED) provides office space and numerous services to the IUSSP. 

Several members of the IUSSP made generous gifts to the organisation in 2016. IUSSP 

gratefully acknowledges the support of these institutions and individuals. 
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Annex 1: Distribution of IUSSP expenses and income sources  

 

 

 
 

 



 

13 

Annex 2: IUSSP / UIESP Statement of activities and change in net assets  

for the year ended 31 December 2016 (Euro)/ Compte de résultat au 31 décembre 2016 (Euro) 

2013 2014 2015 2016

REVENUE PRODUITS

Grants and contracts from funding agencies 864 201 528 947 445 528 205 024 Subventions

Membership dues 80 847 82 950 66 080 59 523 Cotisations

Conference fees 390 116 0 0 0 Droits d'inscription IPC

Publication sales & royalties 468 2 719 1 710 37 Vente de livres et royalties

Gifts to Reserve & Development Fund 3 265 1 397 1 809 1 519 Cotisations aux fonds spéciaux et de réserves

Adjustments to provisions 157 113 83 621 72 825 185 075 Reprises de provisions

Other income 2 627 1 108 1 4 179 Autres produits

Foreign exchange 53 813 125 317 163 209 33 697 Gain de change et autres produits financiers et exceptionnels

Other financial and exceptional gain 33 288 23 706 22 657 28 166 Autres produits financiers exceptionnels

Total revenue 1 585 737 849 765 773 818 517 220 Total de produits

EXPENSES CHARGES

Wages and salaries 217 822 175 983 194 902 175 030 Salaires et traitements

Social security charges 97 551 79 991 84 158 75 553 Charges sociales

Taxes on salaries 24 226 4 750 4 792 4 168 Impôts, taxes et versements assimilés

Scientific meetings 722 679 338 460 137 542 157 297 Réunions scientifiques

Membership subsidy Program 0 0 0 0 Programme de subvention des cotisations aux membres

Conference fees International Population Conference 14 950 0 0 0 Prise en charge droits d'inscription Congrès International de la Population

Dissemination, publication, website 38 551 22 785 13 674 40 487 Publications et site Internet

Governance and Management expenditures 54 795 41 065 41 542 53 775 Dépenses liées à la gouvernance

Accounting and audit fees 16 885 24 296 26 162 24 193
Dépenses liées à la comptablilité (Expert-comptable et commissaires aux 

comptes)

Office furnishings and supplies 954 1 976 2 315 2 461 Fournitures de bureau

Depreciation on assets & provisions 10 954 1 199 1 801 4 131 Dotations aux amortissements & aux provisions

Other office expenditures 26 339 19 413 21 659 15 509 Autres dépenses

Foreign exchange loss and other financial and exceptional expenses 103 493 29 334 111 469 33 333 Perte de change et autres charges financières et exceptionnelles

New dedicated funds for scientific activities 83 621 69 186 185 075 45 323 Dotations aux fonds dédiés pour activités scientifiques

Corporation income tax 3 281 3 182 3 075 0 Impôt sur les sociétés

Total expenses 1 416 101 811 620 828 167 631 261 Total de charges

Change in net assets 169 636 38 145 -54 348 -114 041 Resultat de l'exercice

Net assets at beginning of year 1 593 797 1 763 433 1 801 579 1 747 231 Fonds associatifs au début de l'exercice

Net assets at end of year 1 763 433 1 801 579 1 747 231 1 633 191 Fonds associatifs à la fin de l'exercice
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Annex 3:  IUSSP / UIESP Statement of financial position for the years 2013, 2014, 2015 & 2016 (Euro) 

Bilan des années 2013, 2014, 2015 & 2016 (Euro) 

 

2013 2014 2015 2016

TOTAL ASSETS

Cash and cash equivalents 904 487 881 249 886 912 731 618

Accounts receivable 0 0 0 0

Other receivable 15 278 70 196 5 574 37

Prepaid expenses 16 247 9 315 24 118 32 930

Stocks and shares 364 559 364 559 364 559 520 720

Property and equipment 2 790 2 730 3 257 3 554

Other securities holding 250 000 250 000 250 000

Other financial fixed assets 554 971 568 423 580 827 583 195

Unrealized loss on exchange adjustement 0

0

Total assets 2 108 333 2 146 472 2 115 247 1 872 054

LIABILITIES

Bank debts 157 162 85 80

Accounts payable 52 108 143 643 54 990 52 508

Taxes and social security liabilities 95 886 74 986 70 351 63 025

Other liabilities 57 597 3 674 5 841 3 742

Loans and liabilities 0 0 0 0

Deferred income 55 530 50 162 51 674 74 184

Contingency provisions 0 0 0 0

Provisions for charges 0 0 0 0

Dedicated funds 83 621 72 266 185 075 45 323

Unrealized loss on exchange adjustement 0 0 0 0

Total liabilities 344 899 344 893 368 016 238 863

Reserve Funds 1 763 433 1 801 579 1 747 231 1 633 191

TOTAL NET ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 2 108 333 2 146 472 2 115 247 1 872 054 TOTAL DU BILAN PASSIF

Fonds dédiés

Ecarts de conversion passif

Total du bilan passif hors fonds associatifs

Fonds associatifs

Provisions pour charges

Total du bilan actif

BILAN PASSIF

Emprunts et dettes auprès d'établissements de crédit

Dettes fournisseurs et comptes rattachées

Dettes fiscales et sociales

Autres dettes

Emprunts et dettes financières divers

Produits constatés d'avance

Provisions pour risques

BILAN ACTIF

Disponibilités

Autres créances

Créances usagers et comptes rattachés

Charges constatées d'avance

Valeurs mobilières de placement

Immobilisations

Autres titres immobilisés

Autres immobilisations financières

Ecarts de conversion actif
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Annex 4: List of institutional and individual donors  

 

The IUSSP gratefully acknowledges 2016 grant income from the following agencies: 

 

Source of Grant Country Aim Amount 

Hewlett Foundation United States General Support € 87 696 

Hewlett Foundation United States Fundraising € 26 350 

Institut National d'Etudes Démographiques (INED) France General Support € 15 000 

Institut National d'Etudes Démographiques (INED) France 
International Population 
Conference € 20 000 

French Government- Ministère de l'intérieur (DSED) France General Support € 30 000 

Guttmacher Institute United States Scientific Activities € 25 977 

Total     € 205 024 

 

The IUSSP Council thanks the following members for their generous donations in 

support of the Union's activities in 2016.  

 

 

Donations 
 

Nouhou Abdoul Moumouni Richard Forstall Jane Menken 

Susana Beatriz Adamo Ewa-Zofia Frątczak Charles  Nam 

Huda Alkitkat Tomas Frejka Mathias Nathan 

Oyedunni Arulogun Patrick Gerland Francis Obare 

Alexandre Avdeev Véronique Hertrich Enrique Pelaez 

Olufunmilayo Banjo Thandie Hlabana Adela Pellegrino 

Magali Barbieri Frederick Hollmann Hector Perez-Brignoli 

Chantal Blayo Tesfaye Jimma Farhana Rahman 

Maria do Carmo Bueno Gavin W. Jones Mohammed Rahman 

Thomas K. Burch Nashid Kamal Rema Saraswathy 

Boaventura Cau Samir KC Bruno Schoumaker 

Rachid Chaabita Binod Khadria Richard M. Smith 

Gordon F. De Jong Ronald D. Lee Dirk J. Van De Kaa 

Salustiano Del Campo Alphonse L. Macdonald Patama Vapattanawong 

Nafissatou Diop Roger Martin Muhammad  Wazir 

Carline Duval Joseph HONG Mei Sergei Zakharov 

Alex Chika Ezeh   
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Annex 5: Summary table of 2016 IUSSP scientific and training meetings   
 

Activity Title of the Meeting Location Country 
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Training 
Workshop 

Communicating on the Demographic Dividend with policy makers and 
journalists 

Mbalmayo Cameroon NA 40 40 5 40 40 yes 

Training 
Workshop 

Social media and demographic methods, at the Annual Meeting of the 
Population Association of America 

Washington, DC United States NA 150 30 75 0 0 no 

Expert Meeting 
Towards the next generation of record-linkage studies to advance data quality 
assessment of civil registration systems in low- and middle-income countries 

Washington, DC United States 19 35 12 0 0 0 no 

Workshop Social media and demographic research Cologne Germany 15 36 2 18 0 0 yes 

Seminar 
Registering and counting the population: the production and exploration of 
census information from early modern times to the end of 20th century 

Campinas - São 
Paulo 

Brazil 21 51 48 44 2 2 yes 

Meeting 
The challenges of demographic data in Sub-Saharan Africa in the framework of 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

Paris France 10 50 25 10 1 0 yes 

Seminar 
Medication abortion: availability and use, and impact on abortion safety and 
women’s health 

Dakar Senegal 14 29 15 10 11 5 yes 

Workshop 
Completion of volumes on the Demographic Dividend linked to education and 
the economy 

Ouagadougou Burkina Faso NA 11 11 0 7 7 yes 

Training 
Workshop 

Web, social media data and demographic research, preconference workshop 
at the European Population Conference 

Mainz Germany NA 28 11 10 0 0 yes 

Seminar Causal mediation analysis in health and work Rostock Germany 12 27 2 18 0 0 yes 

Training 
Workshop 

Web and social media for demographic research, at the ALAP/ABEP Congress Foz do Iguaçu Brazil NA 60 60 60 40 40 yes 

Side Meeting 
Assessment of civil registration and vital statistics using direct methods, at the 
ALAP/ABEP Congress 

Foz do Iguaçu Brazil 7 30 25   4 4 yes 

Round Table Web and social media for demographic research, at the ALAP/ABEP Congress Foz do Iguaçu Brazil 5 30 25   7 5 yes 

Round Table 
Evaluation of civil registration and vital statistics from an academic perspective, 
at the ALAP/ABEP Congress 

Foz do Iguaçu Brazil 5 30 30   6 5 yes 

Workshop 
Web, social media, and cellphone data for demographic research, at the 8th 
International Conference on Social Informatics (SocInfo 2016) 

Bellevue United States 7 25 0 15 0 0 no 

Session 
Advancing the Data Revolution through record linkage and data integration,  
at the 15th Conference of the International Association for Official Statistics  

Abu Dhabi 
United Arab 
Emirates 

3 42 21 0 3 1 yes 

Seminar 
Linking past to present. Long-term perspectives on micro-level demographic 
processes 

Kashiwa Japan 18 26 1   0 0 no 

 
Total 126 650 333 255 120 109  
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Annex 6: Summaries of 2016 scientific and training meetings 

 

Workshop: Communicating on the Demographic Dividend for policy makers and 

journalists, Mbalmayo, Cameroon, 24 March 2016 

The workshop, held at the Hotel Departmental Mbalmayo, was organized by the IUSSP 

Network for Strengthening Demographic Training in Francophone Africa (FraNet) in 

collaboration with the Cellule d'Appui à la Recherche et à l'Enseignement des Institutions 

Francophones d'Afrique (CARE-IFA) and the Institut de Formation et de Recherche 

Démographiques (IFORD) and with financial support from The William and Flora Hewlett 

Foundation. This workshop is part of initiative to raise policymakers’ awareness of the 

demographic dividend and its implications for the economic emergence of African countries. 

In addition to the five facilitators, the workshop brought together 35 participants based in 

Cameroon: policy makers working for the government or for international organizations, 

journalists, and researchers and students at IFORD. This workshop builds on a series of 

training workshops held in the past 3 years on the analysis of the demographic dividend in 

Africa. The workshop's main objective was to popularize the concept of demographic 

dividend to policy makers and journalists to facilitate its national ownership. The workshop 

also addressed the issue of measuring the demographic dividend by focusing on 

decomposition methods applied particularly to the schooling and economic dividends. For a 

full report: http://iussp.org/en/atelier-de-communication-sur-le-dividende-demographique-

mbalmayo-mars-2016-en.  

 

Training workshop: Social media and demographic methods, Washington, DC, United 

States, 30 March 2016 

This training workshop was organized by the IUSSP Scientific Panel on Big Data and 

Population Processes at the 2016 Annual Meeting of the Population Association of America 

(PAA), with support from the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation to the PAA. Nearly 150 

participants registered to attend this half-day workshop focused on accessing social media 

data and analyzing them using demographic methods. The workshop provided an introduction 

to tools such as Application Programming Interfaces (APIs) for collecting data from social 

media (e.g., Twitter and Facebook), and offered examples of demographic methods that could 

be used to gain insights from these data. In order to encourage interaction among scholars and 

students interested in the emerging field of digital demography, the second part of the 

workshop featured lightning talks by researchers in the field. Several presenters also offered a 

more conceptual view of the relation between digital data sources and traditional demographic 

data and techniques. A mailing list was set up after this workshop to facilitate communication 

among researchers interested in web data, social media data and demography. For a full report: 

http://iussp.org/en/training-workshop-social-media-and-demographic-methods-paa-2016. 

 

Expert meeting: Towards the next generation of record-linkage studies to advance data 

quality assessment of civil registration systems in low- and middle-income countries, 

Washington, DC, United States, 4-5 April 2016 

This expert group meeting was organized by the IUSSP Scientific Panel on Innovations in 

Strengthening Civil Registration and Vital Statistics (CRVS) Systems, in collaboration with 

the World Bank Group and the Population Association of America (PAA) and hosted at 

World Bank headquarters in Washington, D.C. The meeting was supported through a grant 

from the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation to the PAA. The meeting's focus was on the 

use of direct demographic estimation methods that draw on record-linkage techniques, to 

assess the completeness and quality of CRVS systems. The meeting’s objectives were three-

fold: 1) to document and share lessons learned from recent record linkage studies; 2) to 

http://iussp.org/en/atelier-de-communication-sur-le-dividende-demographique-mbalmayo-mars-2016-en
http://iussp.org/en/atelier-de-communication-sur-le-dividende-demographique-mbalmayo-mars-2016-en
http://iussp.org/en/atelier-de-communication-sur-le-dividende-demographique-mbalmayo-mars-2016-en
http://iussp.org/en/atelier-de-communication-sur-le-dividende-demographique-mbalmayo-mars-2016-en
http://iussp.org/en/training-workshop-social-media-and-demographic-methods-paa-2016
http://iussp.org/en/training-workshop-social-media-and-demographic-methods-paa-2016
http://iussp.org/en/training-workshop-social-media-and-demographic-methods-paa-2016
http://iussp.org/en/towards-next-generation-record-linkage-studies
http://iussp.org/en/towards-next-generation-record-linkage-studies
http://iussp.org/en/towards-next-generation-record-linkage-studies
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strategize about the design and implementation of such record linkage studies in low-income 

and middle-income countries; and 3) to facilitate new record linkage projects in 2-3 countries 

that have well-developed CRVS improvement plans. The meeting brought together a diverse 

group of 35 researchers and practitioners from Australia, Canada, Egypt, France, Lebanon, 

New Caledonia, Palestine, Philippines, Switzerland, South Africa, United Kingdom, and the 

United States. For a full report: http://iussp.org/en/towards-next-generation-record-linkage-studies.  

 

Workshop: Social media and demographic research: applications and implications 

Cologne, Germany, 17 May 2016 

This research workshop was organized by the IUSSP Scientific Panel on Big Data and 

Population Processes at the 10th International AAAI Conference on Web and Social Media 

(ICWSM-16). The workshop was supported by grants from the William and Flora Hewlett 

Foundation to the IUSSP and the Population Association of America (PAA). The goal of the 

workshop was to bring together population researchers and data scientists to discuss the 

applications and implications of social media for demographic research, and foster 

communication between these two communities. Fifteen presenters – demographers, 

sociologists, computer scientists – shared their research. A number of presentations offered 

promising approaches e.g. for tracing migration patterns and measuring flows of migrants 

between countries, while taking advantage of the new potential that social media can offer 

(real-time, availability in data-poor environments, insight into opinions and beliefs, etc.). 

They also proposed techniques for matching digital data with census and survey data. Several 

presentations also took a deeper look at how these models can fail, creating or reinforcing 

bias. The workshop ended with an engaging roundtable discussion, with particular focus on 

which real-world problems this emerging field can hope to address, and what IUSSP and 

other professional organizations can do to help advance these research goals. For a full report: 

http://iussp.org/en/exploring-applications-and-implications-social-media-and-demographic-research.  

 

Seminar: Registering and counting the population: the production and exploration of 

census information from early modern times to the end of the 20th century, Campinas 

(São Paulo), Brazil, 19-21 May 2016 

This seminar was organized by the IUSSP Scientific Panel on Historical Demography, in 

collaboration with the Graduate Program of Demography and the Department of Demography 

– University of Campinas, the Brazilian Population Studies Association (ABEP) and the 

Population Studies Center (NEPO), with financial support from the São Paulo Research 

Foundation (FAPESP), the National Council for Scientific and Technological Development 

(CNPq), the Brazilian Federal Agency for Support and Evaluation of Graduate Education 

(Capes), and the Brazilian Population Studies Association (ABEP). The aim of the seminar 

was to stimulate the discussion of original research dealing with the process of producing 

censuses and vital statistics over time and in different places. The seminar programme 

consisted of 21 presentations by demographers and historical demographers, economic and 

social historians, sociologists and anthropologists from North American, European, Latin 

American and Asian universities. The studies presented were conducted at a variety of 

geographic scales going from entire countries (or even colonial empire), to regions or cities 

using data from Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Denmark, France, India, Portugal, Russia, Turkey. 

In addition to the authors, the seminar was attended by some 30 researchers, graduate and 

undergraduate students in Demography, History and other Social Sciences, who attended a 

one-day training workshop devoted to Demographic and Statistical analysis with Census and 

longitudinal Data organized on 18 May. For a full report: http://iussp.org/en/iussp-seminar-

registering-and-counting-population-sao-paulo-may-2016.  

http://iussp.org/en/towards-next-generation-record-linkage-studies
http://iussp.org/en/exploring-applications-and-implications-social-media-and-demographic-research
http://iussp.org/en/exploring-applications-and-implications-social-media-and-demographic-research
http://iussp.org/en/exploring-applications-and-implications-social-media-and-demographic-research
http://iussp.org/en/iussp-seminar-registering-and-counting-population-sao-paulo-may-2016
http://iussp.org/en/iussp-seminar-registering-and-counting-population-sao-paulo-may-2016
http://iussp.org/en/iussp-seminar-registering-and-counting-population-sao-paulo-may-2016
http://iussp.org/en/iussp-seminar-registering-and-counting-population-sao-paulo-may-2016
http://iussp.org/en/iussp-seminar-registering-and-counting-population-sao-paulo-may-2016
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Expert meeting: The challenges of demographic data in Sub-Saharan Africa in the 

framework of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), Paris, France, 31 May 2016. 
The meeting was organized by DEMOSTAF (Demography Statistics for Africa), the IUSSP 

& the French Institute for Demographic Studies (INED) and hosted at INED. The meeting 

benefited from financial support from the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation. In 2015, the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) succeeded to the Millennium Development Goals 

(MDGs). In order to monitor progress towards SDG targets, a specific attention is given to 

improve the quality, availability and access to data and statistics disaggregated by various 

characteristics: income, gender, age, geographic location. Urgent steps should be taken to 

ensure that no one is left behind. This is why the post-2015 agenda is closely linked to the 

“Data Revolution”, an international initiative that aims to improve the quality of statistics as 

well as information available to citizens. The aim of this scientific meeting was to give an 

overview of the different challenges related to demographic data in Sub-Saharan Africa in the 

framework of the SDGs and identify levers to overcome these constraints. Ten speakers from 

a variety of backgrounds were invited to present their different perspectives on this topic. The 

meeting was attended by some 50 participants from all different regions in Africa but also 

from Europe and North America. Presentations were made in English or in French and 

simultaneous translation was available in both languages. The meeting was video-recorded 

and the videos can be accessed in both soundtracks. For a full report: 

http://iussp.org/en/demographic-data-sub-saharan-africa-sdgs.  

 

Seminar: Medication abortion: availability and use, and impact on abortion safety and 

women’s health, Dakar, Senegal, 6-8 July 2016 
The seminar was organized by the IUSSP Scientific Panel on Abortion Research and the 

Population Council-Dakar Office, with technical and financial support from STEP UP 

(Strengthening Evidence for Programming on Unintended Pregnancy) Research Consortium, 

funded by UK aid from the UK Government, as well as financial support from the 

Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Bixby Center for Population Health and 

Sustainability, University of California, Berkeley and the Centre Population et 

Développement (CEPED), France. The seminar brought together 29 participants from all 

regions of the world and included both senior and junior scholars, including a few at the pre-

doctoral stage. The meeting provided an opportunity for researchers to present results from 

on-going studies on the use of medication abortion for termination of pregnancy in a range of 

legal contexts. The 14 papers that were presented at the seminar addressed use of misoprostol 

alone (less effective but available in many legally restrictive settings) as well as use of the 

combined medication abortion method (mifepristone combined with misoprostol, highly 

effective and available only where abortion is permitted under broad criteria). In addition, 

there were two panel sessions, one focused on priority research questions in this area and the 

other on promising methodological approaches for research in this area. For a full report: 

http://iussp.org/en/iussp-seminar-medication-abortion-dakar-july-2016.  

 

Workshop: Completion of volumes on the Demographic Dividend linked to Education 

and the Economy, Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, 25-27 July 2016 

The workshop was organized by the IUSSP Network for the Strengthening of Demographic 

Training in Francophone Africa with financial support from the William and Flora Hewlett 

Foundation and aimed to complete work on two volumes covering the educational and 

economic dividend. It was hosted by the Institut Supérieur des Sciences de la Population 

(ISSP), Université de Ouaga I Pr Joseph Ki-Zerbo. African governments and international 

institutions consider the demographic dividend to be a development opportunity for Africa. 

However, the interpretation of the concept, its measurement and the conditions of its 

http://iussp.org/en/demographic-data-sub-saharan-africa-sdgs
http://iussp.org/en/demographic-data-sub-saharan-africa-sdgs
http://iussp.org/en/demographic-data-sub-saharan-africa-sdgs
http://iussp.org/en/iussp-seminar-medication-abortion-dakar-july-2016
http://iussp.org/en/iussp-seminar-medication-abortion-dakar-july-2016
http://iussp.org/en/iussp-seminar-medication-abortion-dakar-july-2016
http://iussp.org/en/atelier-de-finalisation-des-livres-sur-le-dividende-ouagadougou-juillet-2016-en
http://iussp.org/en/atelier-de-finalisation-des-livres-sur-le-dividende-ouagadougou-juillet-2016-en
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realization as well as its benefits remain obscure to many. In this context the network has 

mobilized its members to provide a reference volume on the demographic dividend. The 

workshop brought together eleven members of the network working on chapters in the 

volumes devoted to the educational and economic dividend. The principal objective of this 

workshop was to review the chapters for these two volumes as well as consider a new volume 

that would be entitled “50 questions about the demographic dividend”. The new volume 

would address recurring questions of the scientific community, policy makers and the general 

public with regards to: understanding the concept of the demographic dividend, measuring the 

dividend, and explaining the conditions under which countries can expect to reap benefits 

from a demographic dividend. For a full report: http://iussp.org/en/atelier-de-finalisation-des-

livres-sur-le-dividende-ouagadougou-juillet-2016-en.  

 

Training workshop: Web, social media data and demographic research, Mainz, 

Germany, 31 August 2016 

This training workshop was organized by the IUSSP Scientific Panel on Big Data and 

Population Processes at the 2016 European Population Conference, with support from the 

William and Flora Hewlett Foundation. Some thirty participants attended this half-day 

workshop, which focused on building an integrated workflow for accessing social media data, 

analyzing them using demographic methods, and creating interactive data visualizations. It 

provided an introduction to tools such as Application Programming Interfaces (APIs) for 

collecting data from social media (e.g., Twitter), programmable data visualizations, and 

offered examples of demographic methods that could be used to gain insights from social 

media data. The first part of the workshop offered an introduction to tools for gathering social 

media data and for extracting demographic characteristics from profile pictures (e.g., the 

Face++ API). In the second part, the trainers presented a series of hands-on tutorials about 

gathering data with the Twitter Streaming API and creating data visualizations with R. 

Participants followed a walk-through on their own laptops, using R code and datasets that 

were distributed in advance, as well as data collected in real-time during the workshop. For a 

full report: http://iussp.org/en/training-workshop-web-social-media-data-and-demographic-

research-epc2016.  

 

Seminar: Causal mediation analysis in health and work, Rostock, Germany, 26-29 

September 2016 

This seminar, preceded by a three-day training course, was organized by the IUSSP Scientific 

Panel on Pathways to Health in collaboration with and hosted by the Max Planck Institute for 

Demographic Research (MPIDR). The seminar and course were held with financial support 

from the IUSSP, MPIDR, the Centre for Economic Demography - Lund University, and the 

Department of Demography - Université de Montréal. The course and seminar brought 

together 27 junior and senior researchers working at the intersection of labour market 

participation, retirement, and health and aimed to shed light on the life-course processes that 

influence labour market performance and older-age health. The first three days were devoted 

to a course on causal mediation analysis, which consist in assessing the mechanisms and 

pathways by which causal effects operate. The course was taught by Professor Tyler 

VanderWeele (Harvard University). He covered recent developments in causal mediation 

analysis and provided practical tools to implement these techniques. On the fourth day, the 

group moved on to the presentation workshop with twelve papers on life-course, health and 

work. The presentations analysed health conditions and labour market performance in older 

ages, focusing not only on contemporary conditions, but also on conditions over the life 

course, beginning in early childhood. For a full report: http://iussp.org/en/causal-mediation-

analysis-health-and-work.  

http://iussp.org/en/atelier-de-finalisation-des-livres-sur-le-dividende-ouagadougou-juillet-2016-en
http://iussp.org/en/atelier-de-finalisation-des-livres-sur-le-dividende-ouagadougou-juillet-2016-en
http://iussp.org/en/training-workshop-web-social-media-data-and-demographic-research-epc2016
http://iussp.org/en/training-workshop-web-social-media-data-and-demographic-research-epc2016
http://iussp.org/en/training-workshop-web-social-media-data-and-demographic-research-epc2016
http://iussp.org/en/training-workshop-web-social-media-data-and-demographic-research-epc2016
http://iussp.org/en/causal-mediation-analysis-health-and-work
http://iussp.org/en/causal-mediation-analysis-health-and-work
http://iussp.org/en/causal-mediation-analysis-health-and-work
http://iussp.org/en/causal-mediation-analysis-health-and-work
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Training workshop: Social Media and Demographic Methods, Foz do Iguaçu, Brazil, 17 

October 2016  

This training workshop was organized by the IUSSP Scientific Panel on Big Data and 

Population Processes at the 2016 joint congress of the Latin American Population Association 

(ALAP) and the Brazilian Association for Population Studies (ABEP), with support from the 

William and Flora Hewlett Foundation. The workshop was similar to those organized earlier 

in the year at the Annual Meeting of the PAA and at the European Population Conference. It 

focused on accessing social media data and using demographic methods to analyze this data. 

It provided an introduction to tools such as Application Programming Interfaces (APIs) for 

collecting data from social media (e.g., Twitter tweets and Facebook public pages), and 

offered examples of demographic methods that could be used to gain insights from these data 

(e.g., estimating Twitter growth rate from a cross-section of tweets). Some 60 participants 

from a variety of disciplines and countries in Latin America attended the morning lectures and 

participated in a hands-on lab about collecting and analyzing social media data using the R 

programming language for statistical computing. In the afternoon, one-on-one meetings were 

organized and led to stimulating exchanges. For a full report: http://iussp.org/en/training-

workshop-social-media-and-demographic-methods-2016-alap.  

  

Side meeting and round table: Civil registration and vital statistical assessment, Foz do 

Iguaçu, Brazil, 18 and 20 October 2016 
A side meeting on the “Assessment of civil registration and vital statistics using direct 

methods” and a round table on “Academic Perspectives on the Evaluation of Civil 

Registration and Vital Statistics” were organized by the IUSSP Scientific Panel on 

Innovations for Strengthening Civil Registration and Vital Statistical Systems at the 2016 

joint congress of the Latin American Population Association (ALAP) and the Brazilian 

Association for Population Studies (ABEP), with support from the William and Flora Hewlett 

Foundation. Their aim was to showcase recent methodological developments and foster an 

exchange of experiences from Latin America on how to best assess the completeness and 

accuracy of birth and death statistics, which are key indicators of CRVS system performance. 

These meetings brought together specialists and experts involved with the development 

and/or the application of direct methods, especially through the use of record linkage 

validation for assessing the completeness and accuracy of births and deaths records based on 

data from civil registration and other administrative and health sources, at national or local 

levels. For a full report: http://iussp.org/en/meetings-civil-registration-and-vital-statistical-

assessment-2016-alap.  

 

Round table: Web and Social Media for Demographic Research, Foz do Iguaçu, Brazil, 

19 October 2016 

This round table was organized by the IUSSP at the 2016 joint congress of the Latin 

American Population Association (ALAP) and the Brazilian Association for Population 

Studies (ABEP), with support from the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation. Its aim was to 

present the Data Revolution and implications of web and social media data for demographic 

research and to discuss these with an audience of population scholars from the Latin 

American. Five topics were presented, followed by remarks from the discussant, and 

questions from the floor. Presenters insisted on some the challenges, which include the 

training required for their use, confidentiality issues, data validation issues, and the 

comparability of this data with the information that is obtained from traditional data. For a full 

report: http://iussp.org/en/round-table-web-and-social-media-demographic-research-2016-alap.  
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Workshop: Web, social media, and cellphone data for demographic research, Bellevue, 

United States, 14 November 2016 
This research workshop was organized by the IUSSP Scientific Panel on Big Data and 

Population Processes at the 12016 Social Informatics conference (SOCINFO) and was 

supported through a grant from the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation to the Population 

Association of America (PAA). This activity built on previous initiatives (e.g., the 

demography and social media workshop at ICWSM 2016) aimed at connecting demographers 

and data scientists. The workshop brought together a group of about 25 students and scholars 

from a number of disciplines, including demography, computer science, statistics, geography, 

and sociology. Participation from members of both the academia and the industry led to lively 

and engaging conversations. Andreas Gros, a researcher in the Connectivity Lab at Facebook, 

gave a keynote speech about “Mapping the World Population using Artificial Intelligence”. 

Andreas Gros’s presentation coincided with the first public release of the “High Resolution 

Settlement Layer” maps for Ghana, Haiti, Sri Lanka, Malawi and South Africa.  

The keynote talk was followed by three sessions that dealt with, respectively, “Twitter data 

for Demographic Research”, “Combining Traditional and New Data Sources” and “Social 

Networks and Demographic Research”. For a full report: http://iussp.org/en/web-social-

media-and-cellphone-data-demographic-research-socinfo-2016.  

 

Session: Advancing the Data Revolution through record linkage and data integration, 

Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, 6 December 2016 

This invited session was organized by the IUSSP Scientific Panel on Innovations in 

Strengthening Civil Registration and Vital Statistics Systems at the 15
th

 Conference of the 

International Association for Official Statistics (IAOS). This initiative was part of the 

IUSSP’s efforts to facilitate contributions by demographers to the 2030 development agenda’s 

data revolution. The session was attended by 42 participants The focus of the session was to 

explore the potential of record linkage methods to improve subnational mortality estimates in 

low- and middle-income by utilizing multiple incomplete sources of data in concert with 

incomplete vital registration data. Three papers were presented. Fritz Scheuren (NORC, 

University of Chicago) provided a historical and theoretical overview of the application of 

record linkage to improve official demographic statistics. Ching Choi (University of New 

South Wales) discussed recent lessons learned from applying record linkage methods to 

improve mortality estimates for indigenous Australians. Romesh Silva (UN-ESCWA) 

reviewed some of the recent lessons-learned in applying record linkage methods to mortality 

data in low- and middle-income countries. These papers along with a selected papers 

presented at a previous workshop are being prepared for publication in a special issue on 

record linkage and vital registration to be published by the Statistical Journal of the 

International Association of Official Statistics. For a full report: http://iussp.org/en/advancing-

data-revolution-through-record-linkage-and-data-integration.  
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