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Summary of recent reviews

• When and where is the climate=>migration 
signal the strongest?

– Middle-income & agriculturally-dependent

– Slow-onset precipitation & temperature shocks

– Internal moves

• When and where is the climate=>trapping 
signal the strongest?

– Low-income countries
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Conclusions

• Climate-induced migration is happening but 
will not be easily distinguishable from existing 
population flows.

• A large literature documents that migrants 
tend to prosper more than stayers => We 
should be more concerned about trapping 
than movement.

• These findings have not yet penetrated much 
beyond the academy = We have work to do.



Thanks!







We use all surveys in the IPUMS-

DHS interface where adult 

anthropometry, temporary 

migration and time-stable 

shapefiles are available. 

- 26 surveys from 12 countries

- Temporary migration = 

absence for at least one month 

in the past year (n = 36,0776 

women)

- Underweight = BMI < 18.5 (n = 

24,2330 women)

Using time-stable geographies constructed by the 

IPUMS-DHS project (right), we link these women to 

temperature and precipitation anomalies for the 12 

months prior to their interview date extracted from 

CRU-TS gridded data.

These steps and the following analyses were 

implemented by students working on one country 

each via a series of lab assignments.


