Should we use generative Al
with sensitive data?
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Our work often involves sensitive data, and relies on trust
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An innovative research initiative on online abortion access in the United States

Project Overview

Building on Guttmacher’s decades of experience measuring abortion incidence in the United

States and around the world, the Online Medication Abortion Study (OMAS) estimates the number g““macner




Challenges with data security

= Almost all frontier Al models do inference non-locally, on
servers that aren’t controlled by the researcher and which may
not be IRB compliant

* Risk of data leakage unclear

= Even opting out of training relies on trust that ToS will be
followed
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Al can be really useful for programming

Google says 75% of the company's new code is Al- Software
generated Developers Say Al Is

Rotting Their Brains
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Can supplement human code review
Can help debug programs

Can (sometimes) write pretty good code independently



But...code can have sensitive data too

analysis_data raw_data site 73

service_type] 1
date_service
as.Date( "09-09-2026"
format

(just an example, not real code)
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...and can produce security risks

We Have a Package for You! A Comprehensive Analysis of Package Hallucinations
by Code Generating LLMs

Joseph Spracklen Raveen Wijewickrama
University of Texas at San Antonio University of Texas at San Antonio
A HM Nazmus Sakib Anindya Maiti Bimal Viswanath
University of Texas at San Antonio University of Oklahoma Virginia Tech

Murtuza Jadliwala
University of Texas at San Antonio
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Looking forward



Some paths forward

= Using local LLMs
= Sandboxing

= Developing code with
synthetic data
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