The population of humans that can be supported sustainably on
the planet at a reasonable standard of living is below 4 billion

Absolute numbers might not matter
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@ Background : Fear of Population size
® Why Population size may not matter for sustainable development goals ?
@ How to reconcile the fears of demographic numbers with sustainable

development?



Background: Fear of population size

Anthropocene context:

compounded effects on POpUlaﬁO” as ScaPQQOa‘l'
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‘ From Malthusians to Neo-malthusians

@ Easy answer to hide incompetence, poor governance

e BT e and/or lack of will to solve problems :

- Health challenges: food
security, physical integrity

- Violent conflicts

- Technology/economic
security

- Inequalities
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Destabilizing dynamics

@ Overloaded infrastructure
Social
imbalances

® Climate crisis, biodiversity losses

® Insecurity

® Economic instability, hunger and security threats

® Socioeconomic Inequality.

Source: United Nations Development Programme (2022)



Social inequality and inequity

Population size might not matter

The environmental impacts of food and agriculture

26% of greenhouse gas emissions come from food
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emissions 13.7 billion tonnes CO,eq 38.7 billion tonnes CO,eq
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Unsustainable production and consumption:

® In 2011, about 1.3 billion tons per year of food produced for human consumption is lost or wasted

® Environmental damage often arises from economic processes

GDP per capita
(econ growth)



Demographic numbers and sustainable development

® Promote sustainable urbanization because half of the global population
lives in urban areas, 75% by 2050
® Harnessing digital and technologies dividends to improve:
® Governance
® Access to health services, education, employment and renewal
energy
® Reduce inequalities et poverty
® Universal social protection with adequate benefits
® Expanded access to sexual and reproductive health-care services

underpins individual

® Promote choice and the realization of intentions for childbearing

® Accelerating gender equality

® Accelerate the Transition to sustainable food production systems, cleaner
production processes

® Promote conscious lifestyle changes affecting consumption preferences
and behavior, greater resource efficiency and corporate responsibility

® Global solidarity and partnerships
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