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2012: Inflection point in 
measuring rights-based FP

• What is rights-based FP?

• How do we measure it? Isn’t QOC enough?    



Human Right Principles for FP - WHO and FP2020 (2014-2015)



Source: FP2020 Progress Report 2016-17

• Review of measures around FP2020 
in 2012 – what do we have that is 
good and what are the gaps? 

• Voluntarism
• QOC
• Informed choice

• FP2020 measurement included 
• RBFP core indicators (e.g., equity; 

full, free and informed choice) 

• National Composite Index of 
Family Planning (NCIFP) - quality, 
equity and accountability

Lessons: 
• Human rights are 

complex – no one 
measure – or simple 
index of “rights-based 
FP”

• Focus on rights has 
sharpened our 
measures



Much more attention to 
person-focus rather than 
program-focused measures 

q QOC (Bruce) FW has been revised to incorporate human rights: 
§ treating clients with dignity and respect (dignity is at the heart of human 

rights)
§ information exchange rather than information giving
§ privacy/confidentiality
§ Follow up for side effects and switching

q Selected advances in measuring: 
§ QOC including aspects of it like quality counseling 
§ Person-centered care 
§ Reproductive autonomy, reproductive empowerment, reproductive coercion
§ Psychosocial and sociological influences on contraceptive use 
§ More examples in the Special Issue of Studies in FP, March 2023



https://fp2030.org/sites/default/files/Our-Work/RBFP/HRBA-FP-Framework-Brief-11-15-22.pdf

Framework linking the rights & empowerment 
principles to 4 levels: individual, service, enabling 
environment, and community.  

UNFPA, FP2030, and WWA. 2022. 

Helps identifying what to measure.

http://www.whatworksassociation.org/human-rights-based-programming.html#framework

https://fp2030.org/sites/default/files/Our-Work/RBFP/HRBA-FP-Framework-Brief-11-15-22.pdf
http://www.whatworksassociation.org/human-rights-based-programming.html


Considerations 
Is contraceptive use (or modern contraceptive use) the only 
acceptable outcome?

Do our measures focus too heavily on women?  Are men and boys 
well served by our measures? 

Do we need to think of various audiences for indicators?  

How much of rights-based FP can be measured across countries vs. 
need for special studies or facility-level data collection? 

Human rights are indivisible – do we need to measure all aspects of 
rights-based FP? 

What more do we need to measure reproductive justice beyond 
human rights?

Coordination of indicators?  Who decides which get adopted? 


