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THE DHS PROGRAM TODAY

The DHS Program continues and is evolving.

DHS Program Survey Updates

sSurveys

Ongoing Surveys

Burkina Faso MIS 2026
Burundi DHS 2026
Congo DHS 2025
Guinea DHS 2024-25
Kenya DHS 2025

Niger DHS 2027

Nigeria DHS 2025
Nigeria (Kano State) DHS 2026
Philippines DHS 2025
Sierra Leone DHS 2026
Timor-Leste DHS 2025
Togo DHS 2026
Zimbabwe DHS 2023-24

Refine survey search

Datasets

Datasets Recently Released

¢ Ethiopia DHS 2024-25
* Nigeria Other 2024

« Rwanda DHS 2025

* Rwanda MIS 2023

View all datasets

Datasets Expected Soon

* Congo DHS 2025

* Guinea DHS 2024-25

¢ Kenya DHS 2025

* Nigeria DHS 2025

* Nigeria (Kano State) DHS 2026
¢ Philippines DHS 2025

Publications

Publications Recently Released

Final Reports

Ethiopia DHS, 2024-25 - Final Report
Mozambique DHS, 2022-23 - Final
Report

Nigeria VASA (Verbal Autopsy Social
Autopsy), 2024 - Final Report
Rwanda MIS, 2023 - MIS Final Report
Rwanda DHS, 2025 - Final Report

Other Publications

Congo Demographic and Health Survey
2025 - Key Indicators Report

Ethiopia DHS 2024-25 - Wall Chart
Ethiopia 2024-25 DHS - National Fact

dhsprogram.com survey updates, October 2026

$39M

3-year Gates Foundation grant

13 450+

surveys from 90+ countries in
the open archive

Jan 2026

continuation and revitalization
announced

surveys in progress



INTENTIONAL EVOLUTION

We are testing Al at three points in the survey cycle

Goal: reduce cost and improve timeliness while preserving quality, comparability,
accessibility, and country ownership.

PILOT il PILOT LIVE, PUBLIC

® -
DATA QUALITY DATA AVAILABILITY DATA USE
Anomaly detection Report writing DHS Al Assistant (MCP)
Flags inconsistencies in field Drafts DHS-style report chapters Answers DHS data questionsin
data and proposes fixes; data from standard tables; staff plain language from published

processing specialists decide. confirm and edit every section. estimates, with sources.



DATA QUALITY - PILOT

Al flags potential errors during data processing; specialists decide
every correction

1 Upload 2 Sort 4 Apply 5 Export 6 Revalidate

g\a\’:s(eaoﬁzlﬁe:lfo expand, then click a message o review. Exam ple fI ag
How it works o150 s g astoee Cover sheet lists 3 eligible men; the roster

. o) 2 has only 2 d 15-54. The Al
» Reads CSPro field data and, e | e | e aeony £ et 28e °

. I . d oh recommends fixing the count, and explains
SRUIBIREN, VEEE D=Ll PIotes why it rejects recoding a 12-year-old's age.

.
* Runs DHS consisten Ccy checks [lemmic =@
[ w Household record (level-1-id=14): cover sheet eligible-men=3 but roster has 2 men aged 15-54. l

» Flags anomalies for data quality T
specialist review Only flagged cases are queued: 2 of 30 households

Eligible-men count differs from roster count

* Proposes resolutions; a data

processing specialist decides

Change ghmen - 2

Al rationale: Roster count of resident males aged 15-54 (lines 3 and 4) is 2; line 5 is age 12, below the eligibility floor. Cover-page total should be corrected to 2.

* Logs every change and rechecks

2-FIELD CORRECTION (APPLIED TOGETHER )
Q Change ghage([5] = 15
knock-on effects on ages, birth e
s S A o0 Al rationale: If line 5's age of 12 is a keying error and the true age is 15+, raising it to 15 weuld reconcile ghmen=3. However, no corroborating evidence supports this; prefer correcting the cover-page count.
intervals and eligibility

Eligible men in household 3 Case 46370014

Ranked recommendations with a written rationale; the specialist chooses, edits or leaves as is



DATA AVAILABILITY - PILOT

Al drafts DHS report text from standard tables; staff review ever
section before the chapter is assembled

0 Final chapter

e Draft report text

a Inputs

New Report

Upload your RTF tabulation files to generate a complete DHS report

COUNTRY * SURVEY YEAR *

g., Lesott € 2023-2:

REPORT LANGUAGE *

English v

UPLOAD TABULATION FILES

1

Drop RTF/CSV tabulation files here — one file per chapter

Numbered ¢

both suppo

KEY INDICATORS REPORT (KIR)

Drag the survey's Key Indicators Report PDF here, or click to browse

ork, data processing

s document. Without a KIR or a

Chapter 1 RTF, the report

arts at Chapf

Include front matter & appendices

country map, and Af
nnel, questionnairy
ains exactly the general

g e

Tabulation files + Key Indicators Report

2.0 Key Findings Aastyterrviom

+ Eloctricity: Fily-nine percent of households in Lesstho have elecricly, ranging from B4% of urban households to 43% of rural households.

+ Clean cooking fusls: Half of the de jure population ( 51% ) rebes primarity on clean fusls and technologies for coaking, compared with 7% in urban areas.

Mobile phones are (89% ), followed by a bed with matiress (87% ) and a radko { 45% ).

living arrangements: Twanty-two percent of children under age 18 live with both parents, while 33% five with nailher biological paren.

: The births of 8% of chidron under age 5 ara registarad with the civil authorities. and 68% of children have a birth certificate.

2.1 HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS Fowy o e

10.43% of rural households; 6% of the household population lives in dwellings with electreity (Table 21). Cementis the mast commen flooring material (31
respectively). More than half of households (537%) use ane room for sleeping.
21

Fify ranging from 84%
households), fllowed by ceramic tles (20%) and viny tle or viny carpet

while mud (11%) and dung (5%) floors are found almost entirely in rural households (17%

and 8% of urban households

13% of households regart daily smoking in the home, including 15% of

use tw rooms, and 1% use three or more rooms. Smoking never takes. place in the home in 7% of househalds, wi

Gontirm section comect | NEan || Wstory || (@ Regenerate

Each highlighted figure links to its source table

e Human review

. . N N — 15%w  Ready for review
¥ Confirm section correct % Edit "_ History ) Regenerate

« Staff confirm, edit or regenerate each section
» Version history tracks every change

* Nothing is final until a person confirms it

HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS AND 2
HOUSEHOLD POPULATION

Key Findings

Electricity: Fifty-nine percent of households in Lesotha
have electricity, ranging from 83% of urban households to
rural households.

Clean cooking fuels: Fifty-one percent of the de jure
population lives in households relying primarily on clean
fuels and technologies for cooking, compared with 30% of
the rural population.

Household goods: Mobile phones are the most
commonly owned household effect (89%), followed by a
bed with mattress (87%) and a radio (45%)

Children's living arrangements: Twenty-two percent of
children under age 18 live with both parents, and 15%
have one or both parents dead.

Birth registration: Eight in 10 children under age 5
(80%) have their births registered with the civil authorities.

his chapter presents i on housing and h use of clean
fuels and technologies (related to cooking, heating, and lighting), wealth, houschold population and
composition, children’s living arrangements and orphanhood, birth registration, educational
attainment, and school attendance.

2.1 HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS

The 2023-24 Lesotho DHS collected information on the physical and socioeconomic characteristics of
sampled households, including access to electricity, construction materials, the number of rooms used for
sleeping, the frequency of smoking in the home, cooking and heating fuels, household asset ownership,
and the resulting wealth quintile distribution. These characteristics describe the household living
environment and provide the socioeconomic background against which results in later chapters are
presented.

Fifty-nine percent of houscholds in Lesotho have electricity, ranging from 83% of urban households to
43% of rural households; among the de jure population, 58% live in with clectricity.
Cement is the most commen flooring material, used in 40% of houscholds, followed by ceramic tiles
(20%) and vinyl tile or vinyl camet (17%), while mud floars are found in 11% of houscholds and dung
floors in 5%. Mud and dung floors are almost entirely a rural phenomenon, accounting for 17% and 9% of
rural houscholds, respectively, compared with 2% and 1% of urban houscholds (Table 2.1).

More than half of households (53%) use one room for sleeping, 30% use two rooms, and 18% use three or
more rooms; the ing figures for the pop are 42%, 35%, and 23%. Three-
quarters of househalds (76%) report that no ane ever smokes in the home, while 13% report daily smoking

in the home, 4% weekly, 4% monthly, and 4% less than once a month. Daily smoking in the home is
romartad by 1805 f raaral Bmeabnlde sommarad with 00/ af han hneahalde (Takla 3 11

Al assembled chapter [example, not for use]



DATA USE - LIVE

The DHS Al Assistant answers DHS data questions in plain language,
with sources

a question in plain language 4,655 477 92

indicators surveys countries

Claude, ChatGPT, Copilot or any MCP- Counts from the DHS API, September 2026

Your Al assistant wriElsea] el

* Not tied to one assistant. Use in any MCP-enabled tool.

* Read-only, published estimates. No microdata;
DHS MCP connector 14 read—only tools find, check and retrieve registration for microdatais unchanged.

* Checkable. Answers cite indicator and survey IDs, the
same numbers as STATcompiler.

the published estimates behind

DHS API STATcompiler

* Works alongside other connectors. For example, pair it
with the PubMed MCP to get more nuanced insight.

* Launched June 2026. Built and run by ICF in a technical
A real answer that cites the real data often partnership with Anthropic. Free to use.

alongside a table, chart or dashboard




EXAMPLE 1- RWANDA

One request built a provincial child health dashboard from four Rwanda
DHS rounds

THE REQUEST “Develop an interactive dashboard by province on child health and mortality trends in Rwanda... with special tabs for

each province, so if | were working in Southern, | could see my child health indicators side by side.”

Rwanda Child Health by Province

Rwanda Child Health by Province

12

Measles Underweight Under-5 mortality . .
M. indicators
37 Northern Eastern 7
- ) l;.;eps:mumy n;v;nui“e: xxxxxx ;.e;na(il:n ........ p rovi nc es’ one t a b eac h
e ’ e —
—— \_i\\‘o \' 4
AN survey rounds, 2010-2025
* - B — B Szhglm; 3n-’h7nq lé"dea' wwwwww
S ———— ‘\'ﬁ%'\c = \
All-Rwanda view: map, trend and comparison by Southern tab: every indicator vs. Rwanda

province



EXAMPLE 2 - AFRICA

One question returned a 44-country analysis of fertility and
contraceptive use

Fertility and family
planning across Africa

Total fe

ne point per country from its most recent DHS survey carrying both

THE QUESTION

“Among DHS partner countries in Africa, would you please make me a @ & =5 =5 & @& QDY oo
scatter chart showing the relationship between TFR and MCPR?”

44 0.70 0.36 O “
countries correlation births per 10-pt rise in 5 ® ' o .
mCPR 00 & @07l O i
- [ e - . ~.‘o .o 'Q. [
@ L ] O

%%
* Each point labeled with country and survey year; older surveys marked
* Indicator IDs cited, so any value can be checked in STATcompiler 5.
* Interpretation is still ours: the relationship is ecological and surveys span

decades S

44 -0.70 -0.36 3-66%



LESSONS LEARNED

Across all three tools, Al works because the DHS foundation was

already built

Solid foundations

Documented,

standardized tools and

expert-built rules:

codebooks, tabulation

plans, a public API

Human review by
design

Specialists choose
fixes, staff confirm
each section, users
check cited IDs

Traceability builds
trust

Every figure links to its
source; every change
is logged

Test against known
answers

83 real analyst queries
for the MCP; drafts
checked against
published reports

Boundaries set first

Before building each
tool, we decided
exactly what the Al is
allowed to access and
do, and built those
limits in from the start

For national statistical offices and researchers: invest in documentation, standards and governance

first. Then Al tools can quickly be developed and deployed to add value— enhanced data quality, faster data availability,
expanded data access and use.



CLOSING

The DHS Program lives, and Al is helping it evolve

Data quality
{o} Al flags and proposes; specialists decide.

Data availability

il Al drafts reports; staff confirm and edit every section.
Data use

!l Anyone can ask DHS a question in plain language and get a sourced
answer.

Same goal as always: rigorous, comparable, country-owned data that people
use, reached faster and at lower cost.

TRY THE DHS Al ASSISTANT

dhsprogram.com/data/DHS-AI-
Assistant.cfm

Madeleine Short Fabic
madeleine.shortfabic @icf.com
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