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A TIMELINE OF PANDEMICS

Time and again, humanity suffered through large pandemics

Historical knowledge about many pandemics in the past is sparse. Pandemics with unknown death tolls are shown as triangles, while those

ith an estimated death toll are shown as circles.

Pandemics before the 19th century, with an estimated death toll

1347-1353 Black Death

Killed 50-60% of Europe’s population', an cstimated

50 million people’, within 4 years. Its global deathtell is
unknown. Recurring outbreaks fallowed, making up what's
known as Lhe secend plague pandemic (1347 ¢, 1670),

1492-1600 Columbian Exchange

Wative Americans had a pre-1492 population size of around 54 million
people? The Columbian Exchange killed around $0% of the population’
an estimated 48 million people, over the following century, through the
introduction of disesses such as smallpcx, cholers, measles, diphtheria,
lu, typhoid fever, and bubanic plague. along with conguest, slavery and

wear.
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Fig. 1: Spatial distribution of age-standardised years of life lost (ASYLL)
across 25 European countries in 2020 and 2021, males (per 1000

population).
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