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Climate change affects populations worldwide

1 Source: World Bank (2024): Rising to the Challenge Report

Share of population at high risks to different climatic hazards in 2021 

Approximately one-fifth 
of the global population 
(1.8 billion people) is 
currently at high risk 
from climate-related 
hazards.
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Climate change as a global crisis
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Increasingly worsening conditions
Climate hazards have been accelerating, and their 
frequency, intensity, and unpredictability are increasing.

Climate change as a social crisis
Social conditions and structural inequalities exacerbate 
the impacts of climate change on populations.

Major policy gaps remain
Lags in implementation of mitigation and adaptation 
efforts as well as compensation of loss and damages.



Populations at the centre of the climate crisis

3 Sources: Hoffmann et al (2024), VYPR, Schöngart et al (2025), Nature Climate Change, 
UNICEF (2024): State of the World’s Children Report

Attributed 1990–2020 global 
mean temperature increases by 
income group

Unequal responsibilities: 
Top 10% responsible for 
2/3 of global warming

Increasing 
climatic 
risks for 
children in 
the future

file:///C:/Users/hoffmannr/Downloads/9783700194767_kapitel_1_22-3.pdf
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41558-025-02325-x
https://www.unicef.org/reports/state-of-worlds-children/2024


Climatic hazards influence migration but not alone 
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Drought and aridification can
increase internal migration but 
major heterogeneity in effects

Differential mobility patterns
within population. Many remain
immobile for various reasons

Socioeconomic contexts play a 
key role in moderating climatic
impacts on mobility

Source: Hoffmann et al (2024), Nature Climate Change

Schewel (2019), International Migration Review


Climatic hazards can be exacerbated by other risks
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Multi-hazard risks

Environmental

Non-environmental

Source: Kan Cavakli et al (in review)

Overlap between conflict and drought risks worldwide
Number of years with drought and conflict in subnational regions, 2010-2019

Need to take interrelationships between multiple risks and contextual drivers into account 
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Thank you for your attention!

Learn more about our ongoing projects:


	Slide 1
	Slide 2: Climate change affects populations worldwide
	Slide 3: Climate change as a global crisis
	Slide 4: Populations at the centre of the climate crisis
	Slide 5: Climatic hazards influence migration but not alone 
	Slide 6: Climatic hazards can be exacerbated by other risks
	Slide 7

