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“"Everyw

nere the ideology of the conjugal family

IS spread

the young, to women and to the ed

ing. It appeals to the disac

vantaged, to

ucated. It

promises freedom and new alternatives as

against the rigidities and controls of traditional

systems.

1/

--William Goode, 1963
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Rights and obligations in kin are broadly
extended, and “traditional” African family forms

are highly adaptable both to historical or

environmental circumstances and to personal

preference.






Within “traditional” African unions and
households, men and women may maintain
considerable autonomy, including economic

autonomy.






“Traditional” African family systems offer
considerable resilience to their members in the

face of unparalleled uncertainty. As family

systems change, they need to maintain this

flexibility.



And change is happening, although not

necessarily convergence ...




Mean Number of Usual Household Members
(By Region)
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Predictions

* Growing division in family forms based on class

— More conjugal (but maintaining extended kin

networks) among the elite
— More “matrifocal”, without advantage of extended
kin, among poor
 Each maintains and extends some, but not all,

aspects of “traditional” family systems
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